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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear CSSS Members:
It is a real privilege to be wri6ng you as President of the CSSS. I would like to start
by thanking those who have ﬁnished their terms on Council: Joann Whalen as
Past-President, Judith Nyiraneza as Eastern Councillor, Michael Carson as Student
Representa6ve, and Newton Lupwayi as CJSS Editor. Their many contribu6ons and
their commitment to the CSSS are greatly appreciated. New members of Council
are Nathan Basiliko (President Elect), Louis-Pierre Comeau (Eastern Councillor),
Gazali Issah (Student Representa6ve) and Anne Naeth (CJSS Editor). Con6nuing in
their roles are Noura Ziadi (Past President), Rich Farrell (Western Councillor), Edith
Olson (Treasurer) and Amanda Diochon (Secretary extraodinaire). What a great
team!
Already it has been a busy year and there are many exci6ng soil science ini6a6ves
and events underway. The year started oﬀ with a bang in early January with the
“Soils Across La6tudes” joint mee6ng of the American, Mexican and Canadian
Socie6es of Soil Science in San Diego, CA. I, for one, was very happy to enjoy the
more clima6cally favorable la6tude of the mee6ng, and it was heartening to see
so many CSSS members in aZendance. There were many outstanding
presenta6ons and our own members ﬁgured prominently. Congratula6ons to Dr.
Cynthia Grant (CSSS Fellow) for her presenta6on as the invited speaker for the Leo
M. Walsh Dis6nguished Lectureship. Congratula6ons also to Asim Biswas
(University of Guelph) who received the SSSA Early Career Award, recognizing his
many scien6ﬁc contribu6ons. Congratula6ons also to Ken Van Rees (University of
Saskatchewan) and Claudia Wagner-Riddle (University of Guelph) who both were
inducted as SSSA Fellows – well-deserved recogni6on indeed for both. It was
par6cularly exci6ng to see CSSS student members excel at both oral and poster
presenta6ons. The CSSS was able to provide travel awards of $2,000 each for 11
student members and it was clearly a worthy investment. All of our CSSS student
members did a wonderful job and it was exci6ng to see them share their research
on an interna6onal stage. Overall, it was an impressive CSSS turnout and outcome
for soil scien6sts from the Canadian la6tudes.
Also happening this year is the crea6on of a Canadian, open source Introductory
Soil Science e-textbook. A small editorial board (Maja Krzic, Fran Walley, Rich
Farrell, Amanda Diochon, and Maxime Paré) created chapter outlines for “core”
chapters and have iden6ﬁed a cadre of authors to lead the development of these
chapters. Under Maja Krzic’s leadership on wri6ng the proposal, we were
successful in obtaining funding from BCcampus for the development of this open
source textbook. Next steps include iden6fying CSSS members to lead the
development of addi6onal chapters that CSSS members can choose to volunteer.
Expect addi6onal updates on the textbook project at the upcoming CSSS Annual
mee6ng in Saskatoon.
The ﬁnal push is on for the CSSS Annual Mee6ng “Proﬁling Change: A Century of
Soil Science” July 9-13 in beau6ful Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (I am admiZedly
biased – but Saskatoon really is a great place to be in the summer). The mee6ng
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the Department of Soil Science at the UofS,
and there are exci6ng celebra6ons planned.
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Presidents Letter (Con’t.)
The mee6ng overlaps with Rhizosphere 5 (July 7-11) “Shining Light on the
World Beneath Our Feet” the ﬁih in a series of interna6onal mee6ngs devoted
to the study of the rhizosphere with a joint session and celebra6on with CSSS
planned, so if you are coming for one mee6ng, plan to come for both (with a
reduced rate for those aZending both mee6ngs). The organizing commiZees of
both mee6ngs are planning great programs, and I hope to see many CSSS
members in Saskatoon this July.
I’ll end with a descrip6on of soil from L.H. Bailey’s introduc6on to the 1909
textbook “The Principles of Soil Management” (The MacMillam Company,
Pennsylvania). “This marvelously thin layer of a few inches or a very few feet
that the farmer knows as “the soil,” supports all plants and all [humankind],
and makes it possible for the globe to sustain a highly developed life. Beyond
all calcula6on and all comprehension are the powers and the mysteries of this
soi outer covering of the earth.”
Fran Walley
CSSS President

2019 Alberta Soil Tour
Calling all Soil Friends! Please circulate or post as appropriate.
The Alberta Soil Science Workshop is pleased to announce the 2019 Alberta
Soil Tour scheduled for May 30 to May 31, 2019. This 2-day event will focus
upon the Central Alberta Region. The Tour will start from Red Deer, AB, and
go southeast into the badlands area near Drumheller, AB, ﬁnally returning to
Red Deer, AB. The Alberta Soils Tour is an excellent training opportunity for
those working with soils, whether the focus is on soil conserva6on, land
reclama6on, or agronomy. Experts will provide background on soil forma6on
and the various soil proﬁles for each of the landscapes encountered during
the tour. Various soil conserva6on, land habitat, and agronomy topics will be
discussed. Come, make new friends, and expand your horizons!
Co-Leaders for the 2019 Alberta Soil Tour are:
•
Ed Karpuk, Resource Inventory Specialist with Alberta
Environment and Parks
•
Ron McNeil, President of LandWise Inc.
In 2019, the Alberta Soils Tour will focus on typical soils of Alberta prairies:
•
Black and Dark Brown Chernozems,
•
Solonetzic soils
•
Humic Ver6sols, and
•
Gleysols, including saline phases.
The variety of parent materials covered will include glacial 6ll, glaciolacustrine
and lacustrine sediments, pre-glacial gravels and various types of bedrock.
More informa6on is available on page 9 of this newsleZer.
Registra6on is now open online at hZps://2019absoilstour.eventbrite.ca/
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Excavating the history of soil science in Canada
by William Knight, curator
Canada Agriculture and Food Museum, OZawa
The history of soil science in Canada has not aZracted much aZen6on from scholars. Things are changing, however, as
historians and historical geographers of science, the environment, and agriculture are beginning to no6ce this overlooked
subject.
Kirsten Greer, a historical geographer and Canada Research Chair at Nipissing University in North Bay, is one. She is
interested in how and where scien6sts have conducted ﬁeld work, and how it generates ideas and concepts. One of her
recent projects tracked American geographer Robert Swanton PlaZ as he led an expedi6on from Toronto to James Bay in
the 1930s.
hZps://cusp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=99ccac5c470442f3a55d7c6c950e441e
PlaZ’s interest in agriculture led Dr. Greer to become more curious about soil
science. In the summer of 2018 she visited OZawa with soil scien6st Dr. Nathan
Basiliko of Lauren6an University to meet Agriculture and Agrifood Canada
(AAFC) soil scien6sts Xiaoyuan Geng, lead soil scien6st with exper6se in
pedogenesis and soil mapping, and Dave HowleZ, a soils data analyst. They
toured oﬃces and storage spaces in AAFC’s research facility, the K.W. Neatby
Building.
Dr. Greer was especially taken with the soil monoliths—products of ﬁeld work,
of course—and colour-coded soil maps that she saw during that tour. I was,
coincidentally, beginning work on a soil exhibi6on (s6ll under development) and
was curious to learn more about these objects. We decided to collaborate to
L to R: Dave Howlett, Kirsten Greer, Peter Anderson
see if we could uncover more of the history of Canadian soil science. AAFC
has been an essen6al repository for physical items and data related to the history of soil science in Canada- Dr. Greer
quickly saw the risk of these items remaining uncatalogued and largely forgoZen.
Working with Xiaoyuan, who provided funding, and Dave, who supported the
project, we arranged for a historical researcher to examine objects and
documents stored in AAFC’s various buildings. Dr. Peter Anderson, a historical
geographer and historical research consultant, began work in June, sor6ng
through boxes and drawers, leaﬁng through notebooks and ﬁles, and
examining old ﬁeld instruments.
The en6re team par6cipated in the cataloging of hundreds of stored and
displayed soil monoliths and long-forgoZen pedology ﬁeld tour notes and
photographs. Dr. Anderson logged everything in a database that provides a
detailed inventory of AAFC material related to the history of soil science in
Canada.

L to R: Nathan Basiliko, Peter Anderson

Dr. Anderson also had 6me to record an oral history with re6red soil scien6st Dr. Charles Tarnocai, whose Yukon ﬁeld
notes were re-discovered by Dr. Anderson in a storage shed. Dr. Anderson wrote about his work for Ingenium, the
na6onal museum corpora6on I work for, and also incorporated some materials into Queen’s University course that he
taught in the winter of 2019.
hZps://ingeniumcanada.org/channel/ar6cles/excava6ng-canadian-soil-science-history
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Excavating the history of soil science in Canada (Con’t.)
This summer the work will con6nue with a Lauren6an University student intern, Jagpreet Maker. Ms. Maker is
comple6ng her masters in science communica6on and will help us communicate the results of this project. One
poten6al element would be a series of short video vigneZes that explore soil science and its history.
Looking ahead, our team is also going to focus on a more cri6cal historical view of soil science and its epistemology in
Canada. With support from a recent SSHRC grant award led by Dr. Greer, and with Nipissing and Dokis First Na6ons as
essen6al partners, we will explore the role of colonialism in the history of soil science, which was so 6ghtly linked to soil
mapping and establishing produc6on seZler agriculture and the taking of land (e.g. in Northeastern Ontario, breaking
the Robinson Huron treaty). Led by our Indigenous research partners, we will see if soil monolith collec6ons could be
used in ways that beZer respect holis6c connec6ons to the earth moving forward.
Stay tuned for an overview presenta6on on our ini6a6ves at the CSSS 2019 mee6ng in Saskatoon!

2019 CSSS Soil Judging Competition: Be a part of a decadal event

Can you describe the soil order shown in the soil pit above? If yes, do you mind demonstra:ng your skills as an individual
or part of a group at the upcoming CSSS Annual mee:ng in Saskatoon?
If no, do you want to “get your hands dirty” through a fun and exci:ng learning experience?
Either way, the upcoming soil judging is an exci6ng, enlightening and experien6al learning compe66on that lets soil
science students from across the country brainstorm a cri6cal tenet of their training. Historically an American event, the
ﬁrst compe66on in Canada was organized by the Department of Soil Science, Univesity of Saskatchewan during the 2010
CSSS annual mee6ng held in Saskatoon—with 24 students from eight universi6es.
The local organizing commiZee is again invi6ng all students aZending the 2019 CSSS mee6ng to join in the fun and
par6cipate in this year’s compe66on either as an individual or as part of a team.
The compe66on will centre on the descrip6on and classiﬁca6on of soils in the ﬁeld, based on the The Canadian System
of Soil Classiﬁca:on (3 rd Edi:on).
See the CSSS 2019 conference website hZps://agbio.usask.ca/csss2019/program.php#SoilJudgingCompe66on for more
informa6on.
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Prince Edward Island Living Lab Project
Using Living Laboratory approach to develop and transfer innova:ve soil and water quality BMPs in Prince Edward
Island
Arable crop produc6on is central to the economy in Prince Edward Island (PEI), where over 40% of the land mass is
dedicated to agricultural produc6on with potato being the main cash crop. Intensive farming is carried out on shallow
soils in rolling landscapes where extreme precipita6on events are frequent. The result is a high risk of loss of fer6le
soil, and contamina6on of receiving waters with nutrients, pes6cides, and sediments. The soil degrada6on associated
with loss of soil and nutrients and declining soil organic maZer has been iden6ﬁed as a key factor limi6ng produc6vity
and economic sustainability. The loading of nutrients, pes6cides and sediments to receiving waters compromises
groundwater quality, contributes to anoxic events in receiving estuaries, ﬁsh kills, and devalues the ecological goods
and services provided by agriculture. There is therefore an urgent need to accelerate the adop6on of Beneﬁcial
Management Prac6ces (BMPs) and new tools to mi6gate the soil and water quality issues in PEI. In response, AAFC
proposes using the Living Laboratory approach that brings farmers, scien6sts and other partners together to conduct
research in the agricultural landscape and co-develop, test, monitor and implement BMPs to enhance soil health and
water quality in PEI. Under this new Living Laboratory ini6a6ve, about 13 BMPs, including plan6ng cover crops,
implemen6ng reduced 6llage, reducing nitrogen input to potato crops by adequately accoun6ng nitrogen supplies
from green manure and soil organic maZer, implemen6ng supplemental irriga6on where water is available, and
adop6ng pes6cide reduc6on prac6ces, were co-iden6ﬁed to test and demonstrate. A team of over 70 par6cipants
including scien6sts from AAFC, DFO, ECCC, academia and professionals from the Province, and four NGOs and their
associated farmers with complementary exper6se and capaci6es was formed to conduct the project. This project not
only includes strong integrated scien6ﬁc programs but also includes socio-economic assessment and knowledge and
technology transfer ac6vi6es. AAFC CharloZetown Research and Development Centre is leading the research
complemented with an external proposal led by the PEI East Prince Agri-Environment Associa6on (EPAEA, incl. 13
potato farmers). The project will be conducted from spring 2019 to spring 2030 with $3.5 million budget allocated to
the AAFC-led proposal and $2.4 million allocated to the EPAEA-led proposal. The ac6ve engagement of scien6sts/
professionals from AAFC, DFO, ECCC, Academia and the Province and the local farming community provides an
unprecedented opportunity to link the BMPs with soil health, crop produc6vity and receiving water quality and
associated aqua6c ecosystem health. The long-term goal will be to build agricultural resiliency and enhance the
ecological goods and services provided by the agriculture sector and preserve the social licence of agriculture in PEI.

CSSS Introductory Soil Science Textbook Call for
Chapter Proposals
The CSSS Introductory Soil Science Textbook project is underway with eight “core” chapters already in the works
(Introduc6on, Soil Genesis, Soil Organic MaZer, Soil Water/Physics, Soil Chemical Proper6es, Soil Biodiversity, Soil
Nutrient Cycling, Soil Classiﬁca6on). These core chapters will cover the soil science essen6als, but we want our CSSS
textbook to go beyond these core essen6als, and really highlight and promote the wide range of topics that we
recognize as “soil science”. We are asking you, the CSSS membership, to think back to your university years and
consider what excited you about soil science. Maybe you would like to share an area of soil science for which you have
a growing passion or exper6se. Maybe you are pursuing a par6cular area of research that you are excited to share with
soil science students across Canada. The sky (or should I say the soil beneath your feet) is the limit. Perhaps you would
like to contribute a chapter on ﬁeld methods, or the connec6on between soil health and human health, or digital
mapping, or the cultural ecosystem services soils provide. Interested? All proposals are welcome, but please send them
by May 31, 2019. Please contact Fran Walley fran.walley@usask.ca or Maja Krzic maja.krzic@ubc.ca for more
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Retirement Announcement | Dr. Bernie Zebarth
Dr. Bernie Zebarth is re6ring on May 29th 2019 aier an outstanding career at
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Over his career as a research scien6st, Dr.
Zebarth carried out instrumental scien6ﬁc work that increased our
understanding of nitrogen cycling in the soil-plant-water-atmosphere system.
His research has contributed to enhancing the environmental performance of
agricultural produc6on and improving economic beneﬁts for the agri-food
sector. Dr. Zebarth’s exper6se is recognized by his co-workers, the
interna6onal scien6ﬁc community and the industry. Dr. Zebarth is wellrespected as a highly eﬀec6ve leader and problem-solver.
Dr. Zebarth was instrumental in coaching and mentoring numerous students,
technicians, postdoctoral fellows and new scien6sts over his career. Dr.
Zebarth’s impressive ability to work in collabora6on with other scien6sts and his posi6ve a}tude will be missed by his
colleagues. Dr Zebarth is ac6vely taking part in World Vision ac6vity in Hai6 and has visited numerous 6me to help villages
become more self-suﬃcient and increase their quality of life. Dr. Zebarth has great plans for his re6rement including
traveling the world with his wife, con6nuing working with World Vision and enjoying life. He is also already planning on
helping other countries with soil related-issues: once a soil scien6st, always a soil scien6st.
Dr. Bernie Zebarth

Retirement Announcement | Dr. Brian McConkey
Dr. Brian McConkey re6red as a Research Scien6st from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
(AAFC) on January 25, 2019. Dr. McConkey completed his BSc and MSc in Agricultural
Engineering at the University of Manitoba and the University of Alberta, respec6vely, and his
PhD in Soil Science at Washington State University. Dr. McConkey joined AAFC in January, 1986
and worked at the Swii Current Research and Development Centre throughout his career.
From 2010 to 2014, he was the Senior Advisor, Agri-Environmental Services Branch/ Science
and Technology Branch at AAFC-Swii Current. He returned as Research Scien6st in 2014 un6l
his re6rement. He has published 169 peer-reviewed papers in interna6onally recognized
Dr. Brian McConkey
journals, and co-authored 28 book chapters. He served on 3 PhD and 9 MSc graduate
student commiZees, and supervised/co-supervised 10 young scien6sts.
Dr. McConkey has made major progress on improving methodologies to assess the environmental sustainability and impact
of agriculture. Some of his methodological development is summary binding guidance for countries to use, while most
covers innova6ve speciﬁc scien6ﬁc improvements to data analysis, measurement strategies, new models, and method
selec6on and applica6on. His research has contributed to scien6ﬁc advancements in understanding and quan6fying the
eﬀect of agricultural prac6ces on soil carbon and soil erosion, spanning the full range of scales from global to site-speciﬁc.
In addi6on, Dr. McConkey has made important contribu6ons to our understanding and quan6ﬁca6on of agroecosystem
func6on including analysis of vegeta6on-soil-energy status, and greenhouse gas emissions, as well as on issues regarding
the adapta6on of the Canadian agricultural sector to global change involving climate change and/or new bioenergy
systems. He also contributed to a beZer understanding of water regime on the Canadian prairies.
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Retirement Announcement | Dr. Brian McConkey (Con’t.)
Dr. McConkey was nominated by the Government of Canada, and subsequently accepted by the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) to be lead author of the 2006 Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Inventories, the 2013 Revised
Supplementary Methods and Good Prac6ce Guidance Arising from the Kyoto Protocol and of the 2019 Reﬁnement to the
2006 Greenhouse Gas Inventory Guidelines. He also represented AAFC as co-chair of the Integra6ve Research Group of the
Global Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse Gases from 2010 to 2018. He was awarded the Government Natural
Resources Sustainability Award in 2003 for contribu6ons towards success of conserva6on cropping on the Prairies, in 2007
he was recognized by the IPCC for contribu6ons towards their 2007 Nobel Prize, and in 2014, he received an Instant Award
from Science and Technology Branch for his contribu6on to development of the Agroecosystem Produc6vity and Health
(now Agroecosystem Resilience) science strategy.
Dr. McConkey is a renowned and well-respected scien6st. His passion for soil science is exemplary. He was very generous
with his 6me and was an excep6onal mentor. We wish Dr. McConkey the very best in his re6rement!!
Contributed by Dr. Mervin St. Luce, SwiP Current Research and Development Centre, AAFC.

Retirement Announcement | Dr. Tee Boon Goh
Dr. Tee Boon Goh re6red as Professor, Department of Soil Science, University of Manitoba at the end
of December, 2017 aier more than 30 years of service to the department, the university and his
profession. Throughout this period, Dr. Goh was a dis6nguished teacher, researcher and scholar. He
completed his B.Sc. in Agricultural Science at the University of Malaya, his M.Sc. at the University of
Ghent Belgium, and his Ph.D. at the University of Saskatchewan, followed by Post-Doctoral
Fellowships at the University of Saskatchewan and University of Alberta before joining the faculty at
the University of Manitoba in 1986.
Dr. Goh is well known for his excep6onal teaching ability. He taught Introductory Soil Science and
both graduate and undergraduate Soil Chemistry courses at the University of Manitoba. In addi6on,
he taught Soil Conserva6on and Management as well as Soil Produc6vity and Land Use to Diploma
Agriculture students. He is famous amongst his students for his energe6c, engaging and humorous
teaching style. A common sen6ment amongst many students was that they did not expect to enjoy a
class about soil science but Dr. Goh changed their minds and made the material enjoyable and relevant. He received 10
diﬀerent awards for teaching excellence. In 2018, even aier he re6red, Dr. Goh received an award for mentoring the
Outstanding Gradua6ng Diploma Agriculture Student. These awards reﬂect the high calibre of Dr. Goh’s teaching and the
fact that he maintained his high standards in teaching throughout his career. Dr. Goh supervised 4 Ph.D., 11 M.Sc. and 6
B.Sc. theses, plus served on many advisory commiZees.
Dr. Goh’s areas of research specializa6on were Soil Chemistry, Soil Mineralogy, Soil Fer6lity and Tropical Agronomy. He
published over 60 journal papers in his discipline, plus many conference papers and research reports. He twice received the
Imperial Oil Cer6ﬁcate of Research Excellence award. He received several other research awards including from the
Canadian Society of Soil Science with the C.F. Bentley Award in 1983 and the Special ISSS Conference Award in 1990. Dr.
Goh was well-known and respected as a researcher throughout his career. Through his research, he developed strong
interna6onal links and was Visi6ng Professor at the Japan Society for Promo6on of Science, and an Honorary Member of
both the Belgian Society of Soil Science and the Soil Science Society of Sri Lanka. The laZer presented him with a plaque for
service to SRICANSOL, the interna6onal program that promoted exchange of soil science exper6se between the University
of Manitoba and the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. He had frui•ul collabora6ons with many colleagues from around
the world.
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Retirement Announcement | Dr. Tee Boon Goh (Con’t.)
Dr. Goh has been a passionate Soil Scien6st throughout his career. He generated a signiﬁcant amount of knowledge
through his research, developed life-long collabora6ons with fellow scien6sts na6onally and interna6onally, and eﬀec6vely
transferred soil science knowledge to many hundreds of students over more than three decades. We wish him well in his
re6rement!
Contributed by the Department of Soil Science, University of Manitoba.

Alaska and Arctic Soils Tour 2019
We can take 12-15 students/professionals and 2-4 instructors. All must
sign up for a 1-credit course at Univ. Alaska-Fairbanks. This is largely a
camping soils and ecology trip with picnic meals that starts in
Anchorage and follows the highway past Denali to Fairbanks, and then
follows the Dalton Hwy past the Arc6c Circle to Deadhorse.

Travel the road to another world

Highlights: Observe 20 soils, Matanuska Glacier, hike in Denali NP, visit
three research sites, permafrost tunnel, Alyeska pipeline, paZerned
ground, sorted rock circles, tundra rehabilita6on. The sun will not set
on us.

Dates: July 10-24, 2019
Cost: $1,735 to $2,365 + airfare
For more information:
Dr. John Galbraith
Virginia Tech
galbraith@vt.edu
*This tour fills up fast so get on the wait list right-now.
Click the link below to access the sign-up form.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSc19sO7s7YydhvWgePQJRbz0rE1ZuJpGhe
kDzM-1KBy8NDrEw/viewform
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Alberta Soils Tour

Hello All
Just a friendly reminder that the deadline to register for the 2019 Alberta Soils Tour is quickly approaching. Registra5on
will close on Wednesday, May 3. Registrants must also book their hotel rooms by that date.
Register online at hZps://2019absoilstour.eventbrite.ca
Book your room for 1 night either at Ramada Inn & Suites (Phone: 403-823-2028) or at Super 8 Hotel (Phone:
403-823-8887) in Drumheller. The two hotels are located side-by-side, sharing the parking lot. The Organizing CommiZee
nego6ated discount prices for the rooms: both hotels oﬀer rooms at $139 per night. Please men6on the Alberta Soils
Tour to receive the discounted room rate.
Consider accommoda5on in Red Deer for one night prior and aier the Tour. Informa6on on the suggested hotel is
available at hZp://soilsworkshop.ab.ca/tour.html
Dinner Tickets: Addi6onal 6ckets for the dinner and presenta6on can be purchased via the registra6on page at $25.
Please request access code for the Dinner Tickets from Konstan5n Dlusskiy, the Tour Coordinator at
kdlusskiy@paragonsoil.com. This 6cket allows people who are NOT par6cipa6ng the 2019 Alberta Soils Tour to join us for
dinner and presenta6on at the Cretaceous Center in Drumheller, AB. You don't need to by this 6cket if you are paying for a
Regular or Student 6cket, because all meals (dinner, lunch, snacks and refreshments) are included in the registra6on fee.
Tour I5nerary is available at hZp://soilsworkshop.ab.ca/tour.html. Please visit this website for addi6onal informa6on.
The 2019 Alberta Soil Tour is scheduled for May 30 to May 31, 2019. This 2-day event will focus upon the Central Alberta
Region. The Tour will start from Red Deer, AB, and go southeast into the badlands area near Drumheller, AB, ﬁnally
returning to Red Deer, AB. The Alberta Soils Tour is an excellent training opportunity for those working with soils, whether
the focus is on soil conserva6on, land reclama6on, or agronomy. Experts will provide background on soil forma6on and
the various soil proﬁles for each of the landscapes encountered during the tour. Various soil conserva6on, land habitat,
and agronomy topics will be discussed. Come, make new friends, and expand your horizons!
Co-Leaders for the 2019 Alberta Soil Tour are
•

Ed Karpuk, Resource Inventory Specialist with Alberta Environment and Parks

•

Ron McNeil, President of LandWise Inc.
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Graduate Student Positions
Soil Ecology & Carbon Cycling Ph.D. Posi5on Oﬀer
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), Fredericton
The Fredericton Research and Development Center invites applica6ons for a PhD. posi6on in the Landscape and Soil
Carbon Sciences Group.
A posi6on is available within the next 2-6 months in a research program focused on soil carbon cycling and land-use
managements in terrestrial ecosystems. The program examines how land-uses, pedo-clima6c factors, soil fungal, bacterial
and micro-fauna communi6es aﬀect the soil carbon dynamic in the Atlan6c Region of Canada.
Successful candidates will work closely with a team of grad students, staﬀ scien6sts, postdoctoral researchers, technicians,
and external collaborators.
The posi6on is for three years, with a six months possible extension con6ngent on exemplary performance.
Interested candidates should e-mail a curriculum vitae and names of references to Dr. Louis-Pierre Comeau (louispierre.comeau@canada.ca).
Educa5on:
M.Sc. in soil science, environment or related discipline completed within the last 5 years.
Addi5onal Details:
Clearance: Posi6on will require a security clearance. Selected candidates will be subject to pre-employment security
checks.
Equal Opportunity:
The Fredericton Research and Development Center is an equal opportunity employer and supports a diverse and inclusive
workforce. All employment prac6ces are based on qualiﬁca6on and merit, without regards to race, color, na6onal origin,
ancestry, religion, age, sex, gender iden6ty, sexual orienta6on or preference, marital status or spousal aﬃlia6on, physical
or mental disability, medical condi6ons, pregnancy, or gene6c informa6on within the limits imposed by federal laws and
regula6ons. The Laboratory is also commiZed to making our workplace accessible to individuals with disabili6es and will
provide reasonable accommoda6ons.
Where You Will Work
Located in the west-central por6on of the province of New Brunswick along the Saint John River, the AAFC Fredericton
Research and Development Center (FRDC) is a mul6disciplinary research ins6tu6on engaged in strategic science in
agriculture. The FRDC was established in 1912 and current research consists in developing and evalua6ng environmentally
sustainable ways to farm lands for crop produc6on in New Brunswick.
Appointment Type PhD. student
Salary: compe66ve
Contact Details
Contact Name Louis-Pierre Comeau
Email louis-pierre.comeau@canada.ca
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Graduate Student Positions (Con’t.)
MSc Posi5on with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
One MSc posi6on is available in Fall 2019 at the Swii Current Research and Development Centre (SCRDC) of Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada, in collabora6on with the University of Saskatchewan. The posi6on is part of a project en6tled “
Use of legume crops to enhance N use eﬃciency, carbon sequestra6on, soil health and soil biodiversity in three
ecoregions chosen to represent the diﬀerent clima6c condi6ons of Canada” funded by Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada. The successful candidate will focus on N cycling in cropping systems. The project involves isotopic labeling of
plants coupled with applica6on of isotope-labeled N fer6lizer, with subsequent quan6ﬁca6on and tracing under ﬁeld
condi6ons. This provides a unique opportunity to gain greater insights into internal N cycling in diversiﬁed cropping
systems in the Canadian Prairies. The successful candidate must hold a BSc degree in Agricultural Science, Agronomy or a
closely related ﬁeld by the start date and be eligible to the MSc program in the Department of Soil Science at the
University of Saskatchewan. The student is expected to spend 6me doing ﬁeld and laboratory work at the SCRDC in Swii
Current, Saskatchewan.
To apply, please email a CV, a cover leZer of 500 words (maximum) sta6ng your interest in this project and how you feel
you ﬁt as an ideal candidate, a copy of academic transcripts (unoﬃcial) and two leZers of recommenda6on to Dr. Mervin
St. Luce at mervin.stluce@canada.ca. For best considera6on, please apply by May 17, 2019.
Mervin St. Luce, PhD, Research Scien6st, Field Agronomy
Swii Current Research and Development Centre
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada / Government of Canada
Tel: 1-306-770-4508

Canadian Journal of Soil Science Reviewers Wanted
The Canadian Journal of Soil Science is oien having diﬃculty ﬁnding reviewers for manuscripts submiZed to it. Delays in
ge}ng reviewers delays the overall processing 6mes for the journal and hence our reputa6on. I encourage all of our
members to get involved in manuscript review to keep our journal’s reputa6on strong. If you would like to be listed as a
poten6al reviewer please send me an email.
Thank you.
M. Anne Naeth, Editor In Chief CJSS
anne.naeth@ualberta.ca

2019 Conferences, Meetings and Workshops
2019 Canadian Society of Soil Science (CSSS) and the Canadian Society for Agricultural and Forest
Meteorology (CSAFM) Annual Mee5ng
July 9-13, 2019, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
A century of Soil Science
Read more: hZps://agbio.usask.ca/csss2019/aZend.php#CSSSCSAFM2019AnnualMee6ng
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2019 Conferences, Meetings and Workshops (Con’t.)
2019 Rhizosphere 5
July 7-11, 2019, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Shining Light on the world beneath our feet
Read more: hZps://www.rhizo5.org/home/index.html

ISMOM 2019 – 8th Interna5onal Symposium on Interac5ons of Soil Minerals with Organic Components and
Microorganisms “Understanding Soil Interfacial Reac5ons for Sustainable Soil Management and Clima5c Change
Mi5ga5on”
June 23-28, 2019, Seville, Spain.
It is a pleasure to invite you to par6cipate in the 8th ISMOM (Interna6onal Symposium on Interac6ons of Soil Minerals
with Organic Components and Microorganisms). The ISMOM 2019, “Understanding Soil Interfacial Reac6ons for
Sustainable Soil Management and Clima6c Change Mi6ga6on” follows successful 4-yearly mee6ngs in Canada, France,
Italy, China and Chile.
Deadline for poster abstract submission: May 15, 2019
Read more: hZps://www.ismom2019.org

BSSS 2019 Annual Conference “Managing Soil Resources to Secure Our Future”
September 4- 5, 2019, Sheﬃeld, United Kingdom.
The mul6-func6onality of soils puts ever greater pressure on how and what expert advice is provided to
manage our soils and the 6me that remains un6l we have to reduce Greenhouse gas emission gets
evershorter. Innova6ve research and research applica6ons from all areas in soil science will be required
to tackle these challenges. We invite you to present your latest research at this mee6ng and contribute
to having soil science make a diﬀerence.
Abstract submission deadline: July 4, 2019
Read more: hZps://www.soils.org.uk/event/1674

2019 ASA, CSSA, SSSA Interna5onal Annual Mee5ng
November 10-13, 2019, San Antonio, Texas, USA
Embracing the Digital Environment
Final abstract deadline: June 11, 4:00 PM CDT
Read more: hZps://www.acsmee6ngs.org
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CSSS - Business Office
Contact: Nancy Zubriski
PO Box 637,
Pinawa, Manitoba, Canada,
R0E 1L0

CSSS Newsletter

Telephone: (204) 299-2327
Email: nzubriski@gmail.com
Website: www.csss.ca
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