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I hope this note ﬁnds you well. COVID-19 has caused many disrup=ons and
changes this year, including the postponement of our 2020 annual mee=ng to
June 2021. We are grateful to lead organizers Judith Nyrianeza and ScoH Anderson
(AAFC- CharloHetown) and their team who have further commiHed to run the
mee=ng in 2021. We are also grateful to the organizers of subsequent mee=ngs
who quickly agreed to postpone their plans as well, allowing the delayed
CharloHetown mee=ng to proceed. More informa=on may be found about the
2021 mee=ng later in the newsleHer.
Even with the strains of a global pandemic, there are several developments within
the CSSS to share and celebrate. We are excited that Dr. David Burton of
Dalhousie University has been named Fellow of the Society (see the write-up on
David in this newsleHer). David has been a stalwart ﬁxture of our society and has
played many important roles that have contributed to our success.
Rich Farrell (CSSS Western Councilor at U Sask.) and I have also been working
closely with our Science Communica=on Intern, Samantha Fowler, who is draWing
our society’s ﬁrst communica=on plan, including a social media strategy.
Samantha is a Science Communica=on graduate student at Lauren=an University,
and with her exper=se, it is exci=ng to see a plan emerge based on evidenceinformed best prac=ces as well as data she is collec=ng per=nent to the CSSS.
Thank you to those of you who have engaged with Samantha by responding to her
survey and/or par=cipa=ng in key-informant interviews. This includes our
Graduate Student Representa=ve, Gazali Issah, who has also helped immensely in
bringing the perspec=ves of CSSS student members forward in this process. A
draW plan will be circulated to membership in June, and Samantha will present to
membership at our AGM.
An important part of the communica=ons plan development has included working
with the communica=ons experts at the Soil Science Society of America (and TriSocie=es broadly). Susan Fisk and Rachel Leege were planning to run training
sessions at our 2020 annual mee=ng, and although we also hope this will occur in
person in 2021, they have commiHed to running virtual sessions over the summer.
Notably, Photography for Relatable Science, is planned for August 10 at 1pm (EST),
and following this training session, members will be par=cularly equipped to
generate engaging soils content to be disseminated though our new and
burgeoning social media presence! Save the date/=me if you can, and more
details will follow.
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President’s Message (Con’t)
Our AGM will be held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday June 23 beginning at 1pm
EST. Among other exci=ng society business and Samantha’s presenta=on, we
will also hear from Dr. Richard Heck (U Guelph) who is commiHed to work
towards a bid for the 2030 World Congress of Soil Science to be held in
Toronto. Pending support from membership, we will propose that an ad-hoc
commiHee be struck within the CSSS to work toward a strong proposal over
the next few years.
I will circulate materials in advance of the AGM, and I hope you will be able to
take part. Un=l then, on behalf of the CSSS, I wish everyone a safe and happy
spring.
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CJSS Photo Contest
Dear graduate students,
As a follow-up to my ﬁrst e-mail regarding the upcoming photo compe==on for
the Canadian Journal of Soil Science (CJSS), details are listed below.
In collabora=on with the CSSS council, the editor-in-chief (EIC) of the CJSS is
looking for photographs representa=ve of the journal (CJSS) and soil science as
a whole. Photographs represen=ng the diﬀerent seasons (winter, spring,
summer and fall) are encouraged. All submissions must meet the following
speciﬁca=ons:
1.

Image size and resolu=on: at least 8.5” x 11” at 300 dpi.

2.

No collages; one single image only.

3.

The photograph should be in focus and not blurry.

4.

Manipula=on and heavy edi=ng are NOT required.

5.

Image formats accepted are .jpg, .png, or.=f.

Details on where to submit, the deadline for submission, the announcement
date for the winners and prizes will be given at the CSSS annual AGM on June
23, 2020 and posted to the CSSS website (hHps://csss.ca/) immediately aWer
the AGM.
Gazali Issah, PhD Candidate
Department of Soil Science University of Saskatchewan
Graduate Student Representa=ve, CSSS
E-mail: gazali.issah@usask.ca
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Charlo)etown 2020 - 2021 CSSS Annual MeeDng

BUILDING BRIDGES AND CONNECTING SOIL PROPERTIES
WELCOME TO CHARLOTTETOWN, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Dear 2020 CSSS par=cipants, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 mee=ng of the CSSS scheduled for June
21–25 in PEI has been cancelled/postponed.
We hope to see you in CharloHetown in 2021!
The eﬀorts and expenses already made for the 2020 mee=ng will not be lost, but rather deferred to 2021.
Accordingly we are grateful that the PEI organizing commiHee (led by Judith Nyrianeza and ScoH Anderson) is
commiHed to organize/host the mee=ng in 2021.
We have booked University of Prince Edward Island for 2021 CSSS mee=ng from June 6th to 10th, 2021 in
CharloHetown. Please book the dates in your calendars.
A few related points:
1) Unless a refund is requested, registra=ons will automa=cally be deferred to the 2021 mee=ng. More details will
follow.
2) Accordingly, there will be no 2020 Student Travel Awards to aHend our society mee=ng (nor will there be
student presenta=on awards); however nomina=ons/applica=ons for all other awards (e.g. CSSS Fellow) will s=ll
be accepted hHps://csss.ca/awards-criteria/
Thanks to everyone for their pa=ence, understanding, and ongoing commitment to the CSSS, and again a huge
thanks to the work and ﬂexibility from the mee=ng organizers. On behalf of the CSSS Council, we wish everyone
well during this trying and unprecedented =me.
Judith Nyiraneza on behalf of the CSSS Mee=ng Organizing CommiHee.
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2020 Fellow of the Canadian Society of Soil Science
On behalf of the 2020 CSSS Awards CommiHee (myself, Fran Walley, and Joann Whalen), congratula=ons to all of
the 2020 award winners! Although this list of awards is a bit shorter than typical as we had to forego our 2020
student travel and presenta=on awards, there are s=ll successes to celebrate!
First, a huge congratula=ons to Dr. David Burton from Dalhousie University who is our CSSS Fellow for 2020! More
details on Dr. Burton and his many outstanding fellow-worthy accomplishments and society contribu=ons can be
found in the Award Sec=on below. Thank you Dr. Burton and thanks to the nominators!
Second, although these undergraduate students had a very unusual end to their academic year, they were all
recognized by their home departments as demonstra=ng excellence in soil science worthy of their nomina=on for
the CSSS Student Book Award. Award winners will each receive a copy of Soil Sampling and Methods of
Analysis (2nd Edi=on), published jointly by CSSS and CRC Press in 2007. Great job everyone!
Recipient
Hannah Friesen
Kiah Leicht
Jessica Thompson
Ramanpreet Brar
Marie Poulin-OuelleHe
Obianuju Nwadike
Teal Randle
Sarah Low
Simon Corbeil
Alexandria Budgell
Guillaume Vigneault
Dalton Barraco

Home University
University of Bri=sh Columbia
University of Alberta
University of Saskatchewan
University of Manitoba
McGill University
University of Toronto
University of Northern Bri=sh Columbia
University of Guelph
Université Laval
Lauren=an University
Université du Québec à Chicou=mi
Dalhousie University

Last, but not least, we have two successful applicants for the CSSS-CJSS Student Travel Awards for InternaDonal
Soil Science MeeDngs: Jessica Awrey from University of Guelph and Joanne Thiessen Martens from University of
Manitoba. Travel restric=ons permisng, both Jessica and Joanne are planning to aHend the ASA-CSSA-SSSA
mee=ng in Phoenix this fall. Congratula=ons Jessica and Joanne!
Although we aren’t able to celebrate in person this year, we are very proud of all of our 2020 award winners and
look forward to recognizing their accomplishments as part of the banquet at the 2021 CSSS mee=ng in PEI. Hope to
see you all there!
Angela Bedard-Haughn
CSSS President-Elect and
Chair of the CSSS Awards CommiHee
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IUSS Presidents Message to the Canadian Society of Soil Science
Dear members of the Canadian Society of Soil Science
On behalf of the Interna=onal Union of Soil Sciences, I have the privilege and honor to convey the best
gree=ngs to all you on the occasion of the IUSS 96th Anniversary, to invite you to celebrate it by ﬁgh=ng to
STOP SOIL DEGRADATION and by EDUCATING CHILDREN TO ACHIEVE IT.
The current pandemic and the wounds it has inﬂicted on humanity highlights not only all kinds of deﬁciencies
and weaknesses at a global level but also the great value that the soil resource represents for the produc=on of
food that we have today access despite the health emergency.
It also teaches us what is the value of the work of all those scien=sts, agronomists, farmers, and ﬁeld-workers
who maintain agricultural produc=on so that food con=nues to arrive on our tables, however, also forces us to
reﬂect on what will happen if we do not act immediately to guarantee the sustainability of fer=le soil.
Not only because our food depends on the soil, but also for all the ecosystem and cultural services that the
fer=le soil provides us to make life on Earth possible.
The ﬁght against soil degrada=on is a =tanic task that we must win so we can reach soil sustainability through
its governance, and through the educa=on that allows us to build a worldwide preserva=on culture.
However, to ﬁght for a beHer world implies striving for deeper knowledge, and today it is necessary that Soil
Sciences scien=sts are fully aware of this because knowledge will be the key for preven=ng the loss of fer=le
soil, which will be one of the hardest human challenges in the coming years.
To celebrate the IUSS 96th anniversary, I invite you to work together, joining eﬀorts to face with more force this
huge challenge booth as scien=ﬁc, teachers, and professionals, as well as by educa=ng children and young
people to preserve fer=le soils in collabora=on with the IUSS´s educa=onal project that will be coming soon.
Finally, I invite all you to remain in touch with us by TwiHer in @IUSS_ORG
As the President-Elect of IUSS, my will is fully commiHed to this task as one of my most important goals, I want,
and I would like to work on this with all you belong to the Soil Science Society of Canada
Sincerely,
Laura Bertha Reyes Sánchez May 2020
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2020 Fellow of the Canadian Society of Soil Science
David Burton has been named a Fellow of the Canadian Society of Soil Science for
2020. David is a Professor in the Department of Plant, Food, and Environmental
Sciences in the Faculty of Agriculture of Dalhousie University.
David has been closely involved with the CSSS including service on the execu=ve
as Secretary (1995-1999) and as President-Elect, President, and Past-President in
2013-2015. He has also been ac=ve in the Canadian Journal of Soil Science as an
associate editor (2009-2020) and more recently as co-editor for special edi=ons.
Beyond these contribu=ons anyone who has aHended the annual mee=ngs of the
society also knows that David is highly engaged with the work of the society at all
=mes and is passionate about its con=nuing success. David has always been a
very friendly face at the annual mee=ngs and has helped to make the society such an inclusive and welcoming
organiza=on.
Another very important aspect of his contribu=on to the society involves his leadership role in organizing the
annual mee=ngs of the society on three occasions (2000, 2005, and in the future in 2022). For most people the
huge amount of work around organizing a mee=ng leads to a private vow of “Never again!” so David’s con=nuing
contribu=ons to our annual mee=ngs are truly laudable.
Overall David’s publica=on record is very impressive, with 111 peer-reviewed papers and 11 book chapters. Many
of his papers are widely cited: for example, he has ten papers with over 100 cita=ons - a truly impressive number
for soil science.
His fundamental research on N cycling and gaseous emissions of N has a special emphasis on processes that are
ac=ve during winter - a ques=on of obvious relevance in Canada and a very novel area of study when he began his
career. His most-cited ar=cle is his ground-breaking 1994 ar=cle with Eric Beauchamp on the in-proﬁle
concentra=ons of N gases during freeze-thaw cycles. He has con=nued to build on this early contribu=on
throughout his career, and over-winter emissions are now ﬁrmly established as a signiﬁcant component of annual
emissions in Canada.
David has also made major contribu=ons to many industry and governmental panels, ensuring that the research
work done by soil scien=sts in Canada informs decision making by the private and public sectors. On three
occasions (2000, 2018, and 2019) David has made high-level presenta=ons on the state of soil science in Canada to
the Agriculture and Forestry Sub-commiHee of the Senate of Canada. He has par=cipated in important federal
commiHees such as the Canadian Agri-Food Research Council's Expert CommiHee on Greenhouse Gases and
Carbon Sequestra=on and on federal panels on greenhouse gases and agriculture. More recently David has served
on two major NSERC commiHees. The breadth of his contribu=ons at this level are very impressive given the high
level of research and teaching ac=vity he has maintained through the years.
David has made a major impact on students through his undergraduate teaching and graduate student
supervision throughout his career. He brings his passion for soil science to the classroom and the ﬁeld,
and inspires students to consider soil science as a career.
There are few soil scien=sts in Canada who have made such a mul=faceted contribu=on to our discipline.
David’s career exempliﬁes service at a very high level in research, teaching, and broader contribu=ons to
society.
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2020 SSSA Annual MeeDng
2020 ASA, CSSA & SSSA Annual MeeDng
November 8-11 | Phoenix, AZ

We are excited to share details about the 2020 ASA, CSSA, SSSA Annual Mee=ng with you! Your contribu=ons to our
sciences are appreciated and we want to thank you, our journal authors and reviewers. We encourage you to
further your career, become a member with ASA, CSSA, SSSA, and join us in Phoenix!
With the Annual Mee=ng seven months away, and based on the latest science, we con=nue planning for the Annual
Mee=ng as scheduled, November 8-11, in Phoenix, Arizona. We are monitoring the daily developments and ﬁrst and
foremost are commiHed to a safe and healthy mee=ng. Updates will be sent to you and posted on our
Annual Mee=ng website.
It’s important to con=nue providing opportuni=es for you to disseminate your science, par=cipate in professional
development opportuni=es, and connect with invaluable face-to-face conversa=ons. Therefore, to ensure a
valuable and successful mee=ng, currently, our original planning process and deadlines are the same. If you’re
considering submisng an abstract, submit by May 27 to receive the discounted rate. The ﬁnal deadline to submit is
June 9, and you have un=l August 27 to edit your submission.
Save Your Spot
If you don’t have the detail you need to submit an abstract, note that abstracts at this point are “holding slots” that
reserve your spot in the desired session. The Program Planning CommiHee will require a =tle, full payment, and just
enough abstract content to ensure your submissions are placed in proper sessions. Research details and more solid
content can be added through August 27th for the print and USB versions of the program. Edits to your abstracts
aWer August 27th will be reﬂected in the online/app versions of the program - even while onsite in Phoenix.
No-Risk Guarantee
If you ﬁnd that you need to cancel later in the year, the Socie=es will oﬀer full abstract fee refunds to
make submission less of a risk for presenters.
In addi=on, we invite you to register today. To support our members, full registra=on fee refunds for the
2020 Annual Mee=ng will be available by request.
Become a member and receive valuable member beneﬁts including:
•
Save $230 - $510 on Early Registra=on Fees
•
Save up to $45 on Early Abstract Fees
•
CSA News magazine and Online Library subscrip=ons
•
Member Directories and Scien=ﬁc Communi=es/Divisions of Interest
•
Visit our membership pages to join and save: ASA | CSSA | SSSA
We look forward to seeing you in Phoenix in November!
hHp://links.sciencesocie=es.org/m/1/17115934/02-b20118a0e738cab4774235bf374c1aa079e853/14/320/e8|95fc-b03d-40ac-a4f8-8740cbde4de2
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CSSS - Business Office
Contact: Nancy Zubriski
PO Box 637,
Pinawa, Manitoba, Canada,
R0E 1L0
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Telephone: (204) 299-2327
Email: nzubriski@gmail.com
Website: www.csss.ca
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