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PRESIDENT’S	MESSAGE

Hello CSSS members,

I hope everyone is having a good autumn and doing OK through the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.  This is my last newsletter note to you as president, and 
it has been an honour and pleasure to serve in this role in 2020!  I’ll begin by 
welcoming new Council members beginning in 2021. Asim Biswas (U Guelph) 
will join as President Elect, Erika Young (Memorial U- Grenfell Campus) will 
join as Student Representative.  Council is meeting shortly to appoint the next 
Treasurer and Secretary.  A sincere thanks to our outgoing Treasurer Edith 
Olsen (Lethbridge College), Secretary Amanda Diochon (Lakehead U), 
Student Representative Gazali Issah (U Saskatchewan), and Past President 
Fran Walley.  We have been busier that I ever imagined we would be this 
year, and I would like to thank all of the 2020 Council for such dedicated and 
collaborative work.

In spite of the challenges of the pandemic and changes in research and 
teaching many are facing, it has been exciting to see the development of the 
CSSS Online Teaching Group. Soil science instructors across the country 
have come together to share resources and ideas for keeping soils education 
as strong as possible without access to field excursions, laboratories, and in 
person meetings.  Another “success-inspite-of-COVID19” was the remote 
workshops led by Susan Fisk and Rachel Schuute of the Soil Science Society 
of America (and the Alliance of Crop, Soil, and Environmental Science 
Societies) this past summer. Both Communcations101 and Photography for 
Relatable Science that were slated to be offered at our 2020 annual meeting 
were nicely at-capacity on Zoom.  A huge thank you to Susan and Rachel, 
and to the SSSA for their outreach to us! 

Another exciting development has been the launch of social media accounts 
(and great interactive activity there) and our new Grounded in Soils CSSS 
Blog. A big thanks to Social Media and Blog Manager, Samantha Fowler, all 
of the CSSS members generating and sharing content, and Rich Farrell (U 
Saskatchewan) who has been working closely with Samantha to make these 
a success. 

h"ps://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/				

h"ps://twi"er.com/CSSS_Soils	

h"ps://www.facebook.com/CSSS.Soils	

h"ps://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-society-of-soil-science/	

The International Union of Soil Science (of which CSSS is a member) held an 
inter-congress meeting Nov 18-20yh.  Louis Pierre Comeau (AAFC-
Fredericton), Richard Heck (U Guelph) and I attended, and Richard led an 
impressive presentation for the World Congress of Soil Science 2030- Toronto 
bid.  Please connect with Richard if you are interested in contributing on the 
bid committee.

https://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/CSSS_Soils
https://www.facebook.com/CSSS.Soils
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-society-of-soil-science/
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President’s	Message	(Con’t.)

I have some challenging news regarding our expiring Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Canadian Journal of Soil Science publisher, 
Canadian Science Publishing (CSP).  CSP is an independent, 
Canadian, not-for-profit publisher, and has been hit hard by COVID and 
cancelled subscriptions mainly by libraries. In the new draft MOU being 
offered (Council is actively negotiating this now), it is certain that cash 
supports to the CSSS will decline substantially from our 2015-2020 
MOU. Although part of the issue stems from us not doing a great job of 
tying funding supports back to improving the journal as well as we could 
have (EIC Anne Naeth and I, with Council’s input, have some ideas on 
how to improve this and we are working on it), the main issue is CSPs 
current financial situation. They are willing to make our next MOU span 
only 2 years so it can be revisited quickly after the COVID pandemic 
wanes. I personally have sympathy for CSPs situation, and see that 
they are working to support us as best they can.  We will update the 
society more formally soon, and I urge us all to continue to contribute to 
and promote our important journal, and CSP, notably as a not-for-profit 
academic publisher.  

The 7th annual U.N. World Soil Day is Saturday December 5, and the 
CSSS has its first World Soil Day social media celebration planned! 
Please visit our twitter and Facebook accounts throughout the day, and 
send any interesting, quirky, or exciting things you would like showcased 
to Samantha and/or tag CSSS to have them retweeted/posted and 
promoted. 

Finally, a few months back we put out a call to form an AntiRacism 
taskforce for the society. Thanks to those who have agreed to join, and 
if others have any interest in contributing, please reach out to me.  I will 
do my best to carry the administrative load of this, but really feel that we 
need more input. We anticipate the initial scope of work will involve 
helping guide an important first survey to membership to begin to figure 
out what challenges are faced by our members, and how the society 
can change appropriately.  

Thanks for letting me share this letter with you, and I wish everyone a 
good winter, and of course, a joyous World Soil Day! 

Sincerely,

Nathan Basiliko
Laurentian University
Sudbury, Ontario 
(2020 CSSS President, nbasiliko@laurentian.ca)	

mailto:nbasiliko@laurentian.ca
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Welcome to Council Asim!

Asim Biswas is an Associate Professor at the School of Environmental Sciences at the University of 
Guelph and an adjunct and visitor professor for three other universities. Before Guelph, Asim has worked 
at McGill University (2013-2016), Canada and Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial research 
Organization, Australia (2011-2013). Asim earned his PhD from University of Saskatchewan, Canada and 
MSc in Soil Science from University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, India. Asim`s research program 
on sustainable soil management focuses on four major areas: a) developing sensors, mathematical 
algorithms and systems to characterize soil quickly and cheaply; b) calibrating and validating those 
sensors and optimizing sampling designs to validate sensors in highly spatially and temporally variable 
soil environments; c) characterizing soil in space and time based on sensor-collected data; and d) 
understanding soil processes for better and sustainable management through the development of 
decision support systems. Asim has been a member of CSSS since 2008 and involved in organizing 
2015 CSSS annual meeting in Montreal and chaired IUSS conference on Pedometrics in 2019. 
Currently, he has been serving as associated editor of CJSS (since 2014) and six other journals and 
guest editing 5 different journal issues. Asim has authored and co-authored >139 journal papers, 14 book 
chapters, 16 proceeding papers, >175 conference abstracts, edited 2 books, and granted a patent. 
Asim’s research program is his graduate students. He currently runs a well funded research team of >20 
members and been involved in supervising/co-supervising >65 HQPs in last 6 years. Asim taught and 
teaches different soil courses at various levels.

CSSS’s	New	President-Elect	EffecEve	January	1,	2021

Launch	of	the	CSSS	Social	Media	and	Blog

We were excited to launch the CSSS social media in September 2020. Our fastest growing platform is 
currently Twitter with over 500 followers. Popular posts have come from diverse soil scientists, including 
a #TikTokTuesday video of a stained glass textural triangle, a series of tweets discussing Munsell charts, 
and a meme from UBC students about (not knowing) the difference between elluviation and illuviation. 
Moving forward, we hope to showcase more academic research articles.

The CSS Blog, Grounded in Soils, launched shortly after our social media. Articles showcased the 
research of CSSS academics (Dr Asim Biswas) and students (Gazali Issah), as well as Canadian soil 
features, such as how the smell of soil can help tell the greater story of Sudbury, Ontario. Keep your eye 
out for future articles written by diverse CSSS members about the Hudson Bay Lowlands, open access 
journals, and soil board games. 

Follow us on Twitter (@CSSS_Soils), Facebook (@CSSS.Soils), and LinkedIn

Subscribe to Grounded in Soils at groundedinsoils.wordpress.com

Please reach out to Samantha Fowler at samantha.anne.fowler@gmail.com to express your interest in 
writing a blog, or to share your ideas for topics and member features. 
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https://twitter.com/CSSS_Soils/status/1310934399458959361?s=20
https://twitter.com/CSSS_Soils/status/1324368411061870593?s=20
https://twitter.com/CSSS_Soils/status/1324790080226119682?s=20
https://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/2020/10/07/asim-biswas/
https://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/2020/11/18/interview-with-gazali-issah/
https://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/2020/10/06/stop-and-smell-the-soils/
https://twitter.com/CSSS_Soils
https://www.facebook.com/CSSS.Soils
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-society-of-soil-science/
https://groundedinsoils.wordpress.com/
mailto:samantha.anne.fowler@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE | World Soil Day Ceremony

The #WorldSoilDay event is open to all across the world. Whether you are a government, a private 
company, an NGO, an academia, a journalist, a student or an individual interested in soil, join us and 
spread the WSD call to action. 

The event will take place on Friday, 4 December 2020, at 13:00 (CEST). Register to reserve your virtual 
spot or join by webcast.

Interpretation in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish will be available. See the agenda 
here.
http://newsletters.fao.org/c/1x847y4aQOeoGHaiB80a5aL

Register here
https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3qBU60pKRgWJCtLbpLFV2Q

World	Soil	Day	2020
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IUSS	Inter-Congress	MeeEng
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The IUSS Inter-Congress Meeting took place virtually (instead of a physical meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, 
which had been planned for September 2020) on 18-23 November 2020. It comprised three sessions 
each of both the Executive Committee Meeting and the IUSS Council Meeting as well as one Research 
Forum Meeting. 

Main topics were the past and future activities of IUSS Presidents, Secretariat and Treasurer, Standing 
Committees, Divisions, Commissions and Working Groups as well as the Research Forum, internal and 
international matters of the IUSS, preparation of the 22nd World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS 2022 in 
Glasgow, Scotland), outlook to the Centennial in 2024 as well as the presentations of societies intending 
to bid for the WCSS in 2030. 

Furthermore the election of the new Honorary members was carried out. The following scientist who 
provided distinctive contributions to soil science in general and the IUSS in particular were elected: 
Jozef A. (Seppe) Deckers (Belgium); Flavio Anastacio de Oliveira Camargo (Brazil); Rainer Horn 
(Germany); Carmelo Dazzi (Italy); Kazuyuki Inubushi (Japan); Kye-Hoon ‘John’ Kim (Korea); Bal Ram 
Singh (Norway); Pavel Krasilnikov (Russia); Rosa M. Poch Claret (Spain); and Alfred Hartemink (USA). 

Congratulations to these candidates on being awarded Honorary Membership of the International Union of 
Soil Sciences! 

New	video	from	the	InternaEonal	Soil	ClassificaEon	World	Reference	(WRB)
Some weeks ago, the IUSS Working Group WRB published a video explaining soil description according 
to the FAO Guidelines and classification according to WRB. To this video in English, they have now 
added a video in Spanish. 

You find both videos here, along with some teaching material: https://www.boku.wzw.tum.de/index.php?
id=wrb-teaching-material&L=0. 

[From  IUSS Alert 185 (November 2020)]

The	EU	Soil	Observatory	will	be	launched	on	Friday	4	December	2020	
The new Soil Observatory is a dynamic and inclusive platform that will provide Commission Services, and 
the broader soil user community, with the information and data needed to safeguard soils. Healthy soils are 
at the heart of the Green Deal for Europe. Once lost, soils are non-renewable in terms of human lifetimes. 
In addition to providing us with food, fibres and fuel, soils play a key role in regulating the Earth’s climate, 
providing us with clean water, protecting us from floods and preserves our cultural heritage. The meeting 
will consist of the formal launch by EU Commissioners, high-level presentations and panel discussions in 
the morning, followed by an open technical discussion in the afternoon. The meeting will involve 
representatives from the EU Member States, the European Commission, the European Agencies, 
international organisations and civil society. 

The event will be open to the public. 

To join the meeting: Webex link (Meeting number: 174 345 6260; Password: SOIL2020). 

[From ESDAC Newsletter No 125, November 2020] 

https://www.boku.wzw.tum.de/index.php?id=wrb-teaching-material&L=0
https://www.boku.wzw.tum.de/index.php?id=wrb-teaching-material&L=0
https://ecwacs.webex.com/ecwacs/j.php?MTID=mb4566fb680c7823dce324f23cd3fd185
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Canadian	Society	of	Soil	Science	AnE-racism	Statement
We acknowledge that our community is not exempt from the systemic racism, violence, and discrimination 
that Black, Indigenous, and people of colour (BIPOC) face. In particular, we must continue to call attention 
to the institutionalized racism in academia and the Canadian research community and how these biases 
affect the Canadian Society of Soil Science (CSSS) and its members. As a national science organization, 
our responsibility includes advocating for racial equity within academia and society as a whole.

CSSS commits to forming an anti-racism task group by the end of 2020 to develop a strategy to 
understand and address systemic racism and other forms of discrimination within our organization. This 
strategy will include actionable items and resources for integrating anti-racist and anti-oppressive policies 
and practices into our society operations.

This statement, the committee, and the future anti-racism strategy will be used as a launching point and as 
a means of holding ourselves accountable to change. We are committed to the ongoing process of 
unlearning racism and other forms of discrimination and using our actions to counter the systemic racism 
that exists in Canada and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields. If you wish 
to participate or offer feedback to the anti-racism task group please contact Nathan Basiliko 
nbasiliko(at)laurentian.ca

The	EU	Soil	Observatory	will	be	launched	on	Friday	4	December	2020	

The new Soil Observatory is a dynamic and inclusive platform that will provide Commission Services, and 
the broader soil user community, with the information and data needed to safeguard soils. Healthy soils 
are at the heart of the Green Deal for Europe. Once lost, soils are non-renewable in terms of human 
lifetimes. In addition to providing us with food, fibres and fuel, soils play a key role in regulating the Earth’s 
climate, providing us with clean water, protecting us from floods and preserves our cultural heritage. The 
meeting will consist of the formal launch by EU Commissioners, high-level presentations and panel 
discussions in the morning, followed by an open technical discussion in the afternoon. The meeting will 
involve representatives from the EU Member States, the European Commission, the European Agencies, 
international organisations and civil society. 
The event will be open to the public. 

To join the meeting: Webex link (Meeting number: 174 345 6260; Password: SOIL2020). 

[From ESDAC Newsletter No 125, November 2020] 
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CSSS Newsletter                                                                       7 of 10                                                              December, 2020

Professeure ou professeur en génie bio-numérique avec emphase sur l’agriculture de précision.
Lieu de travail
Faculté des sciences de l'agriculture et de l'alimentation
Département des sols et de génie agroalimentaire

Information générale
Milieu de vie privilégié au cœur de la ville de Québec, l’Université Laval est une grande université complète 
reconnue pour sa culture de l’excellence en enseignement et en recherche. 

Description du poste
1. Enseigner et développer des cours dans le domaine du génie bio-numérique appliqué en génie 
agroenvironnemental, en sciences des sols et en agronomie aux niveaux des trois cycles de formation.
2.  Développer un programme de recherche original dans le domaine du génie bio-numérique. 
3.  Encadrer (direction et co-direction) des étudiants aux 2e et 3e cycles.
4.  Participer à l’encadrement des étudiants de 1er cycle.
5.  Intégrer les programmes de formation liés à l’environnement agricole sous la juridiction du département 
des sols et de génie agroalimentaire (baccalauréat en génie agroenvironnemental, baccalauréat en 
agronomie, maîtrise en génie agroalimentaire, maîtrise en sols et environnement, doctorat en sols et 
environnement).
6.   Participer à la vie de l’Université Laval.

More info at : https://www.rh.ulaval.ca/emploi/HCM/3936/votreexpertise

Professeure ou professeur en pédologie, genèse et classification des sols
Lieu de travail
Faculté des sciences de l'agriculture et de l'alimentation
Département des sols et de génie agroalimentaire

Information générale
Milieu de vie privilégié au cœur de la ville de Québec, l’Université Laval est une grande université complète 
reconnue pour sa culture de l’excellence en enseignement et en recherche. 

Description du poste
1.Enseigner et développer des cours dans le domaine de la pédologie, genèse et classification des sols 
aux niveaux des trois cycles de formation.
2.Développer un programme de recherche original dans le domaine de la pédologie, genèse et 
classification des sols (minéraux, organiques, urbains, forestiers, anthropiques, etc.).
3.Encadrer (direction et co-direction) des étudiants aux 2e et 3e cycles.
4.Participer à l’encadrement des étudiants de 1er cycle.
5.Contribuer à la promotion des programmes de formation et des activités de recherche en pédologie, 
genèse et classification des sols à l’Université Laval auprès des intervenants du milieu.
6.Participer à la vie de l’Université Laval.

More info at: https://www.rh.ulaval.ca/emploi/HCM/3935/votreexpertise

https://www.rh.ulaval.ca/emploi/HCM/3936/votreexpertise
https://www.rh.ulaval.ca/emploi/HCM/3935/votreexpertise
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Job	PosEngs	(Con’t)

Statistical Data Analysis

The Swift Current Research and Development Centre is looking for a contractor with the training and skills 
necessary to conduct statistical analysis on grain and soil micro- and macro-nutrient data, and to interpret 
results of such.  The micro- and macro-nutrient data from grain and soil were collected from a multi-year 
tillage/rotation trial under organic management. The contractor will be responsible for all equipment and 
software required to conduct this analysis and create a report by March 31st, 2021.  To apply, please email 
a copy of your CV to Dr. Mervin St. Luce (mervin.stluce@canada.ca) and Dr. Myriam Fernandez 
(myriam.fernandez@canada.ca) by December 11, 2020. We thank all applicants for their interest, however 
only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

CSSS	Graduate	Student	Soil	Photo	Contest

Deadline December 31, 2020.

All submissions must meet the following specifications:

• Image size and resolution: at least 8.5″ x 11″ at 300 dpi or better.
• No collages; one single image only.
• The photograph should be in focus and not blurry.
• Photograph (s) do not require manipulation or heavy editing.
• Photograph (s) taken using cell phones will not be accepted.
• Image formats accepted are .jpg, .png, or .tif.

All entries should be sent to:
Anne Naeth (anne.naeth@ualberta.ca) and Gazali Issah (gazali.issah@usask.ca).

Deadline for submission is December 31, 2020.

The top submission will receive a $125 cash prize, and the winning photograph will be featured 
on the cover page of the Canadian Journal of Soil Science.

mailto:mervin.stluce@canada.ca
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Winner	-	First	CSSS	Graduate	Student	Photo	Contest

The winner of the 1st CSSS graduate students’ photo 
contest is Rafaël Deragon (Université Laval). His photo 
was on the limnic layer of an organic soil as he described 
below. 
 
Rafaël Deragon is working on organic soils conservation in 
the south-ouest plain of Montreal. With a Macauley 
sampler, he extracted this soil sample of a Ocok layer 

according to the Canadian system of soil classification (effervescent limnic 
layer). The picture shows a shell resting on the soil at a depth between 1.2 to 
1.49 m. With known rates of accumulation in organic soils, this means that 
the shell has a couple of hundreds of years.
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Rafaël Deragon

New	CSSS	Fellow

The CSSS is pleased to introduce Dr. David Burton (Dalhousie University Professor) 
as recipient of the 2020 CSSS Fellow Award. Congratulations David!

Dr. David Burton



CSSS - Business Office
Contact: Nancy Zubriski Telephone: (204) 299-2327

PO Box 637, Email: nzubriski@gmail.com
Pinawa, Manitoba, Canada, Website: www.csss.ca
R0E 1L0
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