
Minutes 

 CSSS Annual General Meeting 

June 11
th 

2018, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
 Room #204, Scotiabank Convention Centre, Niagara 

In attendance: Noura Ziadi, Joann Whalen, Fran Walley, Amanda Diochon, Edith Olson, Rich Farrell, 
Judith Nyiraneza, Michael Carson, and 31 members. 

1. The meeting was opened at 17:32 EST by Noura Ziadi.

2. Approval of agenda: Noura asked for additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. There were
none. Motion to approve the agenda by Noura; seconded by Angela Bedard Haughn. All were in 
favor. 

3. Minutes from 2017 AGM and Secretary’s report: The minutes from last year’s meeting were posted
online and circulated to membership prior to the meeting. They were also projected on a screen 
for membership. She asked for additions, deletions and corrections. There were none. Amanda 
motioned to approve the minutes, Barbara Cade-Menun/Keith Reid/Tom Yates seconded. All 
were in favor. Amanda shared the results from the last election, highlighted the members of the 
current executive and communicated that President-Elect, Eastern Councillor and Student 
Representative will become vacant in December 2018. The call for nominations will be made in 
October with elections soon after.  

4. Business arising from the 2017 minutes: There was no business arising from the minutes.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Edith Olson reviewed the expenditures and revenues for the society (please
see her report). The society continues to be in excellent financial shape. Edith reviewed the 
investment portfolio and the gains that have been made in 2017, as well as the other sources of 
revenue. Of note is the term deposit that comes due at the end of the year. She also detailed the 
expenses. Edith thanked the auditors for their reviews and her colleague, who reviewed the 
report she prepared. Edith noted that the society actually made a profit this past year of $9k and 
that this isn’t viewed favorably by the CRA. In light of this, there were two special projects 
proposed that would spend the profit on activities that advance the society. 

Motion em-2018-13: Advance of $5000 to assist with the publication of a Canadian 
introductory soil science textbook 

Background: A Canadian introductory soil science textbook has been something that the CSSS has 
been discussing for several years now. Rich Farrell and Fran Walley have agreed to coordinate 
this project. Since the society has a surplus of close to $9k, members of the society have 
proposed that $5k be advanced to an account at the University of Saskatchewan to assist with 
formatting the textbook for publication in an online format.  

It is moved that $5000 be allocated to the USask to assist with development of introductory soil 
science textbook. Moved by Edith Olson and seconded by Angela Bedard-Haughn. The floor 
was opened for questions. There was a question from the audience as to whether $5k was 
enough. Fran said she wasn’t sure but that it would be a good start and that they would be 
exploring other sources of funding. There were no other questions. All were in favor; motion 
carried.  

Motion em-2018-14: Creation of a special award for post-docs to travel to an international 
meeting 



Background: Given the budget surplus, membership suggested the creation of a one-time award of 
$3400 for a post-doc for travel to an international meeting using the same criteria as for the 
student award.  

It is moved that $3400 be allocated to a special award for a post-doc to attend an international 
meeting using the criteria outlined for the international student travel award. Moved by Edith 
Olson, seconded by Barbara Cade-Menun. Barbara asked if it would just be to our meeting or if it 
would be to any meeting. The agreement was that it would be to any meeting. All in favor; motion 
carried.  

Motion em-2018-15: Reinvestment of the Sunova Term Deposit 

Background: This fall the society’s term deposit will come due. We do not need to access this money 
given the healthy financial state of the society. 

It is moved that the Sunova term deposit be reinvested when it comes due. Moved by Edith 
Olson, seconded by Craig Drury. There were no questions. All in favor; motion carried. 

Edith Olson motioned to approve her report; Asim Biswas seconded. There were no questions; all 
were in favor. 

6. President’s Report: Noura Ziadi

The society continues to be active and is involved in soil science at the national and international 
levels. There are 291 active members (256 last year) including 80 students. 

Joann Whalen and Keith Reid were involved in the organizing Committee of the CGU, CIG, ES-
SSA, and CSAFM joint meeting and served as the CSSS representative. About 125 CSSS 
members are attending the meeting.  

A new office manager: To ensure the succession following of the retirement of Steve Sheppard 
and Barbara Sanipelli, an announcement was posted for a new office manager; two applications 
were received. The Council voted for Nancy Zubriski; the transition is progressing well. Many 
thanks to Steve and Barbara for their long record of exemplary service to the CSSS. We are 
grateful for their exceptional dedication and support of the CSSS. 

A new representative on the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS):  For the 
replacement of Dan Pennock, an announcement was circulated to the society members; four 
applications were received. The Council voted for David Lobb (U. Manitoba); nomination (CV and 
a support letter on behalf of the CSSS) has been sent to the Global Soil Partnership (GSP). New 
appointments will be decided during the GPS plenary assembly (Rome, June 11-13, 2018). 
Thanks to Dan for his outstanding leadership as the CSSS representative to the GSP during the 
last five years. 

The CSSS has decided to submit a bid to host the 2026 World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS) 
in Toronto. We are currently in the process of preparing our bid. We requested letters of support 
from different national and international organisations. Richard Heck, who is leading the bid 
development committee, will give more details (point #13 in the agenda). Noura moved to accept 
her report, Barbara Cade-Menun seconded. All were in favor.  

7. Report of Committees:
a) Awards committee: Fran Walley (chair), Maja Krzic and Joann Whalen
CSSS Fellow Award:



There was one nomination for the CSSS Fellow Award. The nomination was approved by 
Council. The Fellow Award will be presented at the 2018 conference banquet.  

CSSS Student Travel Award to Annual Meeting: 
There were 14 applications for the student travel awards to the annual meeting. There are a total 
of 14 awards available, 12 from the CSSS and two additional awards from Canadian Scientific 
Publishing. The awards committee evaluated all applications and recommended that 11 
applicants receive the award. Three applications were deemed incomplete/insufficient to meet the 
awards criteria “Is the research summary reasonable (rationale, hypothesis, objective) and clearly 
written?”  The award recipients were: 

Olayinka Adamolekun  University of Manitoba M.Sc. 
Theresa Adesanya University of Manitoba Ph.D. 
Leanne Ejack   McGill University  M.Sc. 
Carolyn Marshall  Dalhousie University  Ph.D. 
Kiran Preet Padda  University of British Columbia  Ph.D. 
Meiling Man  University of Toronto, Scarborough Ph.D. 
Akshit Puri  University of British Columbia  Ph.D. 
Ahmed Lasisi   University of Manitoba   Ph.D. 
Inderjot Chahal   University of Guelph  Ph.D. 
Yeukai Katanda  Trent University  Ph.D. 
Mayowa Adelekun  University of Manitoba   Ph.D. 

One student was unable to attend the 2018 CSSS meeting and will not be using the travel award. 
Council agreed that unused Student Travel Award funds be allocated to student and post doc 
travel awards for the SSSA/CSSS/MSS joint meeting.  

CSSS-CJSS Student Travel Awards for International Soil Science Meetings: 
There were six applicants for the International Student Travel Awards, five of whom requested 
funding to attend the SSSA/CSSS/MSS meetings. There were two awards available, to a 
combined maximum value of $6,800. The awards committee reviewed the applications and 
recommended awarding the International Travel Award to Tian Tian (McGill) to attend the 21st 
World Congress and Ashkit Puri (UBC) to attend the SSSA/CSSS/MSS. The students have been 
notified. 

CSSS Student Travel Awards for the 2018-2019 joint meeting of the North American Soil Science 
Societies “Soils Across Latitudes”. 
Guidelines have been developed to sponsor up to 11 student travel awards to a maximum of 
$2,000 Cdn each, to provide travel funds for student and post doc members of the CSSS to 
attend the joint meeting of North American Soil Science Societies (Soil Science Society of 
America, Canadian Society of Soil Science, and the Mexican Society of Soil Science) 2018-19 
International Soils Meeting, "Soils Across Latitudes", to be held Jan. 6-9, 2019, in San Diego, 
California. Applications for the award are due by August 15, 2018. 

CSSS Pedology Travel Award: 
There were three applications for the Pedology Travel Award. The awards committee reviewed 
the criteria for the award and discussed the significance of “pedology” implied by the guidelines. 
Ultimately, the travel funds were awarded to the application that clearly met the intent of the 
award (i.e., “to participate in international meetings and workshops, specifically those related to 
Pedology, so as to secure our international presence and the future of our expertise in this area 
of soil science.”).  Dr. Louis-Pierre Comeau will receive travel funds to support his participation in 
the 21st World Congress of Soil Science in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), August (12-17th 2018).  

CSSS Student Book Awards 



This award recognizes undergraduates at Canadian universities who demonstrate excellence in 
Soil Science. Candidates are nominated by their academic department based on their own 
criteria. For 2018, the recipients are: 

Chantel Chizen    University of British Columbia 
TBA University of Northern British Columbia 
TBA University of Alberta 
Warren McAuley University of Saskatchewan 
Keaton Bachalo    University of Manitoba 
TBA    University of Guelph 
Cyril Melikov McGill University 
Luke Greco University of Toronto 
TBA Université Laval 
TBA Université du Québec à Chicoutimi 
Hannah Arsenault  Dalhousie University 

Student Presentation Awards:  
At the initial count, there are 40 students competing for the Bentley Award for best oral 
presentation, and 22 students competing for the President’s Award for best poster. These 
numbers are likely to be revised as some students are not CSSS members. 

Soil Science for Society Award:  
There were no nominations this year. 

CSSS Honorary Membership:  
There were no nominations this year. 

Fran motioned to approve her report as presented, Dan Pennock seconded. There were no 
questions. All in favor.  

b) Pedology sub-committee: Angela Bedard-Haughn/Dan Pennock

The sub-committee has three mandates: 1. Improve the taxonomic classification system for 
Canadian soils through revision because of new information, 2. Maintain contact with the 
international pedological community, and 3. Compile and disseminate information about the 
genesis, distribution, classification and use of Canadian soils. They are currently working on an 
Anthroposol proposal. Not all countries have adopted this idea but there is a working group in 
Alberta being led by Constantine. Dan and now David Lobb have been active on the international 
stage with the ITPS. Digital Soil Mapping is an area of expertise that Canada is recognized in the 
international community, and is a key activity area/strength. Angela recognized the work of the 
working group in digital soil mapping. Canada has contributed to the new maps of soil organic 
carbon map that came out of federal and provincial agency collaboration to the FAO. Revisions of 
the map are in progress. The pedology group is working with the soils education committee in the 
area of training. Dan Pennock resigned as the co-chair of the committee two years ago and Scott 
Smith is also stepping away. Angela has been secretary since 2005. At their meeting tomorrow 
they will be looking to refresh the executive and she encouraged interested members to come out 
and consider putting their name forward. 

8. CJSS Editor’s Report: Noura Ziadi for Newton Lupwayi (see Newton’s report for full details). On
behalf of Newton, Noura thanked those associate and special editors whose terms are ending 
and welcomed new editors. She summarized the journals statistics, which included submission 
numbers, acceptance numbers, time to review and impact factors. Noura motioned to approve 
the report, Keith Reid seconded. All in favor. 

9. Student Representative’s Report: Michael Carson.



Announcements for this year’s Niagara conference, registration deadlines, grants, and the sticker 
design were all sent out throughout the spring. He will be sending out announcements for the joint 
North American conference travel grants, and will try to compile a list of students/postdocs 
attending to keep them updated on the relevant seminars, workshops, and events to be held at 
the conference as that date approaches. There were two students who participated in the sticker 
design and both designs were printed off with 1000 of one design and 500 of the other. Michael is 
distributing them at the meeting. If we want to sponsor more stickers for the joint conference 
these can easily be reprinted for those attending to promote the CSSS. The CSSS banner will be 
taken to the joint conference and then to Saskatoon and Rich has offered to potentially do this as 
he is attending both.  In the future, it will probably be best to hand this off to someone 
attending/hosting the next conference to prevent having to ship this each year. Michael’s term as 
the graduate student rep will be ending this fall so an announcement for that will be included in 
the next newsletter and promoted in other ways. There is still merchandise remaining: we have 5 
shirts, 4 hats, 18 mugs, and ca. 200 keychains. The merchandise stock is at a point where we 
have limited sizes available and Michael proposed to use the remaining inventory as thank you 
gifts for invited speakers and sold as at discounted prices so that we don’t have stock left for next 
year’s conference.  

Michael motioned to accept his report. Daniel Saurette seconded. There were no questions. All 
were in favor. 

10. Western Councillor’s report (website): Rich Farrell

With the migration of the website, the plan is to roll out a new website. Rich will be looking for 
volunteers to beta-test the new site. He is also interested in feedback/suggestions for what to 
include/showcase on the website. 

There was a request to archive links to meetings from previous years. This is possible but only if 
the websites are still active. Rich is exploring Michael’s suggestion to archive the proceedings 
from previous years.  

Links to Provincial Institutes of Agrology and Soil Science Societies have been updated but 
limited information is available for the Yukon. Rich asked if anyone knew of any updated 
information to let him know and he would make the updates. 

Rich acknowledged the support of Wole during the time of transition. 

There was a suggestion from audience about our social media presence. Rich mentioned that 
someone has to actively commit to maintaining the social media platforms. Asim has offered 
several times to do this but he needs permission of council and this hasn’t been forthcoming. 
Barbara mentioned that Council would have to approve all posts and this would become onerous. 

Rich motioned to approve the report, Barbara Cade-Menun seconded. There were no other 
questions. All were in favor. 

11. Eastern Councillor’s report (newsletter): Judith Nyiraneza

During 2017, fours newsletters were published: February, May, August and December. During 
2018: one was published in February and the next one is planned for June/July. Judith 
encouraged submissions to the newsletter, especially from students. She encouraged 
supervisors to encourage their students to participate. She asked if there were any suggestions 
for the next newsletter that she anticipates will be published in July. Judith motioned to approve 
the report, Angela Bedard-Haughn seconded. There were no questions. All were in favor.  



12. Resolutions 
 a) Resolution of Appreciation 

Noura would like to extend four resolutions of appreciation. We would like to thank Steve 
Sheppard and Barbara Sanapelli for their excellent work in the business office. We would also 
like to acknowledge and thank Dan Pennock for his involvement with the ITPS. We would also 
like to acknowledge and thank Joann Whalen and Keith Reid, who were both involved in the 
organizing committee for this year’s meeting. There was generous applause from the audience. 

 
13. 23

rd
 World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS) in 2026: (Richard Heck). 

 
Richard is preparing a bid to bring the WCSS to Canada. The last time it was hosted in Canada was 
1978 in Edmonton. The decision will be made in August in Rio. China will also be submitting a bid 
and they submitted in the last round unsuccessfully. Richard provided information on what is required 
for preparing a bid (see attached document). Richard was approached by the Metro Toronto 
Convention Center and Tourism Toronto about putting forth a bid. The selection is ultimately 
determined by delegate votes and the executive of the IUSS. The elements of the bid and the 
proposed budget for the congress is outlined in the document that Richard has prepared (attached). 
Tourism Toronto and the Metro Toronto Convention Center will be doing the bulk of the work in 
putting together the bid, which includes a video submission, but the society will be required to 
contribute photos and the narrative portion. Tourism Toronto and the Metro Toronto Convention 
Center will be attending the Congress in Rio and has a booth.  
 
Richard is looking for suggestions to populate the bid based on individual expertise and perspectives. 
In total this would be up to two pages. Richard suggested our impact in the areas of research, 
innovation and education on the international stage. There is also about a page for regional attributes 
or what makes Canada suitable. The theme would be soils in a warmer world and what the impacts of 
climate change will be on our soils. Canada has many ecoregions and in particular the Arctic/high 
latitudes will be highly affected. The soil judging contest is one aspect of the bid. Richard mentioned 
the University of Guelph and that they would have the support of OMAFRA.  
 
The description of the city, venue and accommodations will be taken care of by Tourism Toronto and 
Metro Toronto. 
 
The bid requires a commitment of sponsorship but it is fine to just identify potential sources of 
sponsorship.  
 
Budget numbers were prepared based on various levels of attendance. Early to mid July has been 
identified as the time frame that the Congress will be held. The first week would be the soil judging 
competition, the second week would the Congress itself (technical sessions on Monday-Tuesday and 
Thursday-Friday; possible one day excursions locally for Wednesday in collaboration with OMAFRA), 
and the third week would be the post Congress tours in various regions. 
 
Richard asked for feedback on the logo and for materials, submissions for the bid.  
 
He also mentioned that the consulate in Brazil is trying to get an idea of the delegation travelling to 
Rio for the meeting because they would like to organize a meeting for the attendees from Canada. 

 
14. New Business 

a) Appointment of financial reviewers: Edith Olson 
Xiying Hao and Diane Knight volunteered to audit the financial statements for next year. 

b) Progress on 2019 joint North American Meeting (San Diego, California, January 6-9, 2019):  
  Barbara Cade-Menun 

Barbara has been heavily involved in the organization and encouraged everyone to 
attend the meeting. The organizing committee has been meeting weekly. Joann is also 
assisting. 

c) Progress on 2019 joint meeting with Rhizosphere 5 (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, July 10-13,  



  2019): Angela-Bedard Haughn and Rich Farrell 
Profiling Change: A Century of Soil Science; Angela said planning is well underway for next 
year’s meeting. There will be some overlap with Rhizosphere 5 and a joint reception in downtown 
to celebrate the 100

th
 year anniversary of the soil science department at the USask. There will be 

a soil judging competition that Tom, Rich, Dan and Darwin will be involved in. There will also be 
field trips and a greenhouse gas workshop that Rich is organizing. There is a website that is 
currently live and it will be updated over the next year.  

 
Rich spoke about Rhizosphere 5. This is the first time it will be held in Canada. The focus is on 
the rhizosphere and the theme is shining the light, which will focus on synchrotron based work 
and other high level techniques. There will be joint registration available. They are expecting 
several hundred people for this particular meeting. 
d) Progress on 2020 meeting (Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island): Judith Nyiraneza June 21-
25, 2020 at the University of Prince Edward Island. The venue is booked and accommodations 
have been secured.  
e) Proposal for 2022 meeting (Halifax, Dalhousie University): Noura Ziadi for David Burton Noura 
is motioning that the meeting will be held in Halifax at Dalhousie, seconded by Angela Bedard-
Haughn. There were no questions. All were in favor. 
f) There is currently no host for the 2021 meeting. There were no offers to host but it should be in 
the West. Noura and Joann may approach someone from Alberta. 
g) W. Garfield Weston Foundation: Joann Whalen. The Weston Foundation is interested in 
partnering with the CSSS and funding special projects. Joann moved to establish a CSSS 
working group, Angela seconded. There were no questions. All were in favor. 

15. Education sub-committee/ Canadian soil science textbook: Maja Krzic/Fran Walley/Rich Farrell 

There were two initiatives in the last year: survey of first year courses (published in CJSS) and 
Tom’s study looking at professionals who are hiring soil science graduates. The second initiative 
will be submitted for publication in the next year. Maja will be attending the joint meeting to 
discuss soils education in Canada. There were no questions. Fran briefly spoke about the 
introductory course e-text. She will be emailing people to participate.  

16. Business arising from the floor. Angela said that Guelph has offered to host the pedometrics June 
4-7, 2019. Motion of support for the meeting, Danield Saurette seconded. All were in favor.  

17. Adjourned  at 19:34 EST. 
 

 



Agenda 
 CSSS Annual General Meeting 

 June 11th 2018, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
 Peller A, Scotiabank Convention Centre, Niagara 

 
 

1. Call to Order: Noura Ziadi 

2. Approval of agenda  

3. Minutes from 2017 AGM: Amanda Diochon 

4. Business arising from the 2017 minutes  

5. Treasurer’s Report: Edith Olson   

6. President’s Report: Noura Ziadi 

7. Report of Committees: 

  a) Awards committee: Fran Walley 

 b) Education sub-committee/ Canadian soil science textbook: Maja Krzic 

 c) Pedology sub-committee: Angela Bedard-Haughn/Dan Pennock 

8. CJSS Editor’s Report: Noura Ziadi for Newton Lupwayi 

9. Student Representative’s Report: Michael Carson  

10. Western Councillor’s report (website): Rich Farrell  

11. Eastern Councillor’s report (newsletter): Judith Nyiraneza 

12. Resolutions 

 a) Resolution of Appreciation 

13. 23rd World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS) in 2026: (Richard Heck). 

14. New Business 

 a) Appointment of financial reviewers: Edith Olson  

b) Progress on 2019 joint North American Meeting (San Diego, California, January 6-9, 2019):  
 Barbara Cade-Menun 
c) Progress on 2019 joint meeting with Rhizosphere 5 (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, July 10-13,  
 2019): Rich Farrell 
d) Progress on 2020 meeting (Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island): Judith  
 Nyiraneza 



e) Proposal for 2022 meeting (Halifax, Dalhousie University): Noura  
 Ziadi for David Burton 
f) W. Garfield Weston Foundation: Joann Whalen 

15. Business arising from the floor 

16. Adjourn   
 

 



Secretary’s Report: 

a) Since the last AGM (in June 2017 in Peterborough), council has met once in person (here in 
Niagara Falls on Sunday) and three times by telephone conference call. Council voted on 18 
motions, by email and telephone conference. 

b) Elections Report: Vacant positions for 2018 were President-Elect and Western Councilor. 
Fran Walley was acclaimed President-Elect and Rich Farrell was elected as Western Councilor. 
Amanda Diochon was appointed secretary and Edith Olson was appointed treasurer. For 2019, 
positions open will be President-Elect, Eastern Councilor, and Student Representative. A call for 
nominations will be sent out in October and elections will be held in December. Please consider 
running for a council position, and please vote. 

c) Outgoing council members (Maja Krzic, Wole Akinremi, and Kent Watson) are thanked for 
their contributions to CSSS council. Incoming council members (Fran Walley, Rich Farrell, and 
Edith Olson) are welcomed to council. The CSSS is very grateful to those who let their names 
stand for election to the Society executive. 

As of May 1, 2018, CSSS Council is: 
 
Past-president   Joann Whalen 
President    Noura Ziadi  
President-elect   Fran Walley 
Secretary    Amanda Diochon 
Treasurer    Edith Olson 
Student representative  Michael Carson 
Eastern councilor   Judith Nyiraneza 
Western councilor   Rich Farrell 
Journal editor   Newton Lupwayi 
 



Canadian Society of Soil Science Treasurer’s Report for 2017 

Edith Olson Canadian Society of Sol Science Annual General Meeting, June 10-14 2017 Niagara Falls, 
Ontario 

 

Financial Report for 2017 

Summary 

The Canadian Society of Soil Science continues to be in good financial shape. Total equity as of the end 
of December 2017 was $507,065.27.  Of that, our Wood Gundy investment accounts were $403,399.83 
which was a gain of $13,265.15 from the end of December 2016. Other revenues brought in $43,412.27 
bringing total revenue to $56,677.42. Expenses totaled $47,656.65 of which $15,300.46 were awards. 
The budget for 2017 projected a loss of $910, however the Society had a net gain of $9,020.77. 

Revenue 

The value of the Wood Gundy Investment Accounts had increased to $403,399.83 by December 29, 
2017. This was a gain of $13,265.15. The investments accounts at the end of December 2017 were 
distributed as 71% mutual funds, 19.8% equities and 9.2% fixed income. This is a trust fund that 
generates revenue that is used, if required, to offset student awards. The principals are not to be cashed 
in. Interest rates in the various Trust Fund bonds range between 4.3% and 5.67%.  

As of December 2017 we had $79,075.78 in current assets with Sunova Credit Union. This was 
distributed amongst chequing, savings, petty cash, surplus shares and common shares. Of the 
$79,075.78, the majority is in a savings account with a balance of $73,064.75. Term deposits provide the 
CSSS with a buffer should a large and unexpected expense materialize. Our Sunova accounts generated 
$1,926.08 in interest. Interest rates for our savings account in Sunova increased from 1.3% in January to 
1.6% in December. In non-current assets with Sunova we have $24,589.66 in an 84 month term deposit 
with an interest rate of 3.5%. This matures on December 6, 2018. 

Other revenue for 2017 was $20,424.56 from memberships and journals and $21,061.63 from other 
sources; conference revenue ($14,759), royalties ($1,488.13), donations ($171.18), CNH wires ($493.32) 
and BNY trust ($4,150). These sources of revenue are very hard to predict. 

The total revenue received in 2017 was $56,677.42 which was close to the 2017 budget for revenue of 
$58,150.  

Expenses 

The budget for 2017 for expense was $59,060. Total expenses for 2017 were under budget at 
$47,656.65. Some expenses came in under budget, such as the student reception at the AGM ($440) and 
Council Travel ($2,782.03). These were budgeted at $1,000 and $5,000 respectively. Office expenses 
continue to be very low at $8,098.60 and were on budget. Other expenses were above budget such as 
subscriptions where $1,000 was budgeted while their actual cost was $3,714.75. The CSSS and Soil 



Canada websites exceeded the budget of $1,000 coming in at $2,191.87. IUSS dues are paid in US dollars 
and hence vary with the fluctuating exchange rate. However they were only $83.63 above their 
budgeted amount of $1,600. In any budget there are expenses that are variable and difficult to predict. 
Operating expenses for 2017 were $32,356.19. 

Of the $20,400 budgeted for awards, $15,300.46 was expended. The NSERC Women in Soil Science 
Award of $1,000 and International Student Travel Award of $10,000 were not used. Also not used were 
$100 of the $1,000 Speaking Award and $200 of the $1,200 President’s Poster Awards. The Student 
Travel Award exceeded the budgeted amount of $7,200 by $1,200. The Undergraduate Book Award of 
$2,778.68 was not in the 2017 budget.  

The result of revenue and expenses in 2017 is a continuation of the healthy financial picture for the 
Canadian Society of Soil Science. 

My grateful thanks to Xiying Hao, Hida Manns and Mervin St.Luce for auditing the 2017 financial report. 
The report was created with assistance from Shauna Northgrave of Lethbridge College, whose 
accounting expertise helped me in this, my first year as treasurer.  

Budget proposed for 2019 

The TLT2 #1 84 month Term deposit with Sunova matures Dec 6, 2018. It is recommended that it be re-
invested. 

Many of the anticipated expense lines are similar or unchanged from the 2018 budget. On the revenue 
side, the proposed changes are: an increase in interest from the Wood Gundy investments; decrease in 
‘other income’ as it is very difficult to predict; decrease in charitable donations as these are usually very 
low; decrease in interest earned on the chequing and savings accounts with SUNOVA based on 2017 
actuals. These changes bring the projected 2019 revenue to $54,550. 

With regard to expenses many line items remain as for the 2018 budget. The following changes are 
proposed: Increase for Council travel due to rising fuel costs; increase in dues and other operating 
expenses reflecting actuals in 2017; increase for website maintenance; decrease in postage due to 
increased use of email. These changes bring the total projected expenses to $52,550. 

Proposed budget showing a projected surplus of $2,000 is attached. 

 

 

 



Approved Approved Approved Proposed Proposed 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Actual Actual Actual Actual Budget Budget Budget Budget Budget
Kent's and Edith's notes 

Income 
Membership and Publication Fees $18,325 $21,049 21,752.00 20,424.56 24,000.00 20,000.00 21,000.00 21,000.00 21,000.00
Conference Income $22,512 $0 93,255.00 14,759.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 4,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 very difficult to predict
Income from Trust Received $16,325 $6,593 13,661.00 13,265.15 7,000.00 13,000.00 6,500.00 10,000.00 13,000.00 interest rates are rising
Other Income $0 $349 10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 1,000.00 difficult to predict or rely upon
Charitable Donations $773 $0 142.00 171.18 50.00 500.00 50.00 100.00 50.00 very limited

$1,916 $1,045 3,056.00 1,926.08 1,800.00 1,800.00 1,100.00 2,500.00 2,000.00
Royalties $1,456 $2,406 1,320.00 1,488.13 600.00 800.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00
BNY Traust & CNH Wire in Capital C $4,963 $4,251 5,295.00 4,643.32 2,472.00 2,500.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00
CSP Journal 6,314.00 10,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00
Other Income 2,197.00
Transfers from Trust and Retained Publications Earnings $0 $0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Transfers are likely not needed for a few years

Total Income $66,270 $35,693 156,992.00 56,677.42 $47,922 40,600.00 58,150.00 61,100.00 54,550.00

Expenses 
Operating Expenses 

Office Contract/Expenses $7,862 $8,097 8,117.00 8,098.60 7,500.00 8,000.00 8,100.00 8,200.00 8,200.00 office expenses continue very low
Newsletter/Proceedings $477 $4,199 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00 0.00
AGM / Student Reception $350 $874 0.00 440.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 expect to encourage a student reception at AGM
Council Travel $8,466 $4,391 0.00 2,782.03 2,500.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 2,500.00 3,000.00
Conference Startup Loan $10,000 $0 0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00
AIC Dues $1,000 $1,500 0.00 3,714.75 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,500.00 0.00 2,500.00
IUSS dues $1,371 $1,391 1,523.00 1,683.63 1,800.00 1,600.00 1,500.00 1,525.00 1,500.00 paid in $US, so fluctuates with currency values
Other Operating Expenses $173 $2,347 845.00 2,416.96 500.00 500.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,500.00 quite variable, but so far has been low
CSSS and Soils of Canada websites $676 $647 1,252.00 2,191.87 3,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,300.00 5,000.00 should budget for ongoing website redesign & maintenance
Conference Expenses $0 $0 59,857.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Postage $0 $1,270 230.00 21.85 1,800.00 1,000.00 1,500.00 500.00 100.00
Bank Service Charges $12 $7 46.00 6.50 30.00 30.00 30.00 50.00 50.00
Receiver General $20 $0 2,208.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 2,300.00 archival of CSSS financial records is underway and should be finished in 2012

Total Operating Expenses $30,407 $24,723 74,078.00 32,356.19 31,160.00 20,160.00 33,660.00 29,375.00 23,850.00
Publications Fees Paid (CSP Subscriptions) $4,442 $3,245 3,129.00 5,000.00 4,500.00 5,000.00 3,500.00 3,500.00
Expenses Payable by Bentley and Publications Trust 

 - Bentley Speaking Award $1,200 $1,000 500.00 900.00 1,000.00 1,200.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
 - President's Poster Award $1,000 $1,200 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00
 - Student Travel Award $7,200 $7,200 11,800.00 8,400.00 7,200.00 7,200.00 7,200.00 12,000.00 12,000.00  $600 per student 
 - CSSS Conference Travel Award $0 2,400.00 2,221.78
 - Undergraduate Book Award $556 $1,478 2,743.00 2,778.68 1,000.00 1,000.00
 - NSERC Women in Soil Science (5000 for 5 Yrs) $1,000 $1,000 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
 - N. American Forest Conference (1000 every 5Yrs) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 Is this year 5?
 - Special Trust Fund Projects (CSSS Journal?) $0 $0 0.00 0.00 these tend to have short notice, none anticipated at this time
 - Member travel to International Conference $3,695 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 0.00 4,000.00 4,000.00
 - International Student Travel Award 10,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00
 - Envirothon 10,000.00 0.00

Total Expenses Payable by Trust 14,651.00 11,878.00 32,443.00 15,300.46 15,200.00 15,400.00 20,400.00 27,200.00 28,200.00
Total Expenses $49,500 $39,846 109,650.00 47,656.65 $51,360 40,060.00 59,060.00 60,075.00 52,050.00

Net Income Over Expenses/(Loss) $16,770 -$4,153 47,342.00 9,020.77 -$3,438 540.00 -910.00 1,025.00 2,500.00 Allocate funds for additional scholarships, video competition, ebook out of education sub comm?

Interest Earnings on Chequing and Savings Accounts

Table 1.  CSSS Proposed and Historic Budgets plus Historical Income and Expenditures
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CJSS Editors Report for 2018 CSSS AGM 

Drs. Newton Lupwayi and M. Anne Naeth 

May 23, 2018 

Editorial Board 

We are grateful to members of the Editorial Board that retired at the end of 2017 for their dedicated service to 

the journal: Drs. Scott Chang (Special Issues Editor) and Mehdi Sharifi (Associate Editor). We thank Dr. Y.S. Ok 

who withdrew from the board for personal reasons. Dr. M. Anne Naeth will take over the duties of Special Issues 

Editor, in addition to her role as Editor-in-Chief.  

The support, professionalism and expertise provided by Laurie Scott at Canadian Science Publishing (CSP) are 

highly appreciated. We gratefully acknowledge the peer reviewers and thank them for their valuable 

contribution to the publications of CJSS.  

Our congratulations go to the Outstanding Associate Editors for 2017: Drs. Woo-Jung Choi, Aime Messiga and 

Andrew Vanderzaag; and to the Outstanding Reviewers: Drs. Craig Drury, Francis Larney and Mervin St. Luce. 

This is Dr St. Luce’s second year in a row as outstanding reviewer. Well done. 

Five new Associate Editors started their 3-year terms on January 1, 2018: Drs. Ben Thomas, Tandra Fraser, Sheng 

Li, Fereidoun Rezanezhad, Wei Hu and Mohammad Valipour. 

2018 Editorial Board  

Editor-in-Chief: Newton Lupwayi 

Editor (including Special Issues): M. Anne Naeth 

Associate Editors: Nathan Basiliko, Jean-Philippe Bellenger, Asim Biswas, David Burton, Woo-Jung Choi, Miles 

Dyck (resigned for personal reasons in May), Tandra Fraser, Claudia Goyer, Bobbi Helgason, Wei Hu, Sheng Li, 

Aimé Jean Messiga, Judith Nyiraneza, David Pelster, Lori Phillips, Fereidoun Rezanezhad, Ben Thomas, 

Mohammad Valipour, Andrew VanderZaag, Wei Zhang, Noura Ziadi, Valérie Viaud. 

Journal Impact Factor 

The 2-year impact factor rose to 1.590 in 2016, from 1.210 in 2015, 1.382 in 2014 and 1.000 in 2013 (Table 1). 

The 5-year impact factor also rose to 1.930 in 2016, from 1.427 in 2015. This factor has been increasing since 

2013. The rank among soil science journals (22 of 34) has not changed much over the years, ranging from 20 of 
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34 in 2014 to 23 of 33 in 2013.  

Special Issues and Sections 

Special issues (and reviews) are very important for a journal because they contribute significantly to 

improvements in impact factor. 

Two Special Issues were published in 2017: 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Sources and Sinks in Canadian Agro-Ecosystems. Guest Editors: Drs. Scott Chang and 

Joann K. Whalen. 

Precision Agriculture and Soil-Water Management in Cranberry Production. Guest Editors: Drs. S.J. Gumière, S. 

Pepin, J. Caron and W. Bland. 

Journal Statistics 2017 

There were 140 submissions to CJSS in 2017, including 109 regular articles, 1 review, 12 short communications 

and 11 special issue manuscripts (Table 2). There was one retraction due to authorship dispute. Papers 

published consisted of 64% (42 of 66) regular articles, 15% special issue papers and 12% short communications; 

the rest were 3% or less (Table 3). The distribution of published papers by journal section shows that the 

majority (24%, 16 of 66) were in management for agricultural, forestry and urban uses (Table 4). Only one paper 

was published in genesis, landscape processes and relationships. 

A total of 156 editorial decisions were delivered, of which 66 (42%) were accepted and 90 (58%) were rejected. 

Of the 156 manuscripts, 69 were from Canada, 49 from China, 6 from Egypt, 3 from the United States, and 29 

from 13 other countries (Table 5). China is the major contributor of manuscripts submitted from outside Canada, 

but only 25% of those manuscripts were accepted in 2017. In 2016, 26% of the manuscripts from China were 

accepted, so there has been no change. By comparison, 74% and 76% of the manuscripts from Canada were 

accepted in 2017 and 2016, respectively.  

No manuscript was accepted from the 13 other countries listed in Table 5. Many of them were rejected by 

Editors without review, mainly because there were flaws in the experimental design, or the presented data were 

insufficient to support conclusions. Of the papers sent for review, the main reasons for rejection by Associate 

Editors were lack of novelty or insufficient improvement of a manuscript based on peer-review comments.  

Associate Editors (regular and guests for the special issues) handled between 1 and 11 manuscripts each in 2017, 

with an average of 5 manuscripts (Table 6). The average number of days Associate Editors took from manuscript 
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submission to first decision has improved to 55 days and 57.4 days in 2017 and 2016, respectively, from 72.8 

and 73.2 days in 2015 and 2014, respectively (Table 7).  

Table 1.  Journal impact factor and other metrics. 

Metric 2016 2015 2014 2013 
2-year impact factor 1.590 1.210 1.382 1.000 
5-year impact factor 1.930 1.427 1.337 1.269 
Total citations - 2529 2543 2326 
Immediacy Index - 0.071 0.300 0.400 
Rank in category (by impact factor) 22/34 23/34 20/34 23/33 
 

Table 2.  Original manuscripts submitted between January 1 and December 31, 2017. 

Manuscript type Number Percentage 
Abstract 1 0.7 
Announcement  1  0.9 
Article  109  77.8 
Corrigendum 1 0.7 
Preface  2 1.4 
Retraction 1 0.7 
Review  1  0.7 
Short Communication  12  8.6 
Special Issue Paper  11  7.9 
Title Page  1  0.7 
Total  140   
 

Table 3.  Manuscript types based on original submission dates January 1 and December 31, 2017. 

Manuscript type Number Percentage 
Announcement  1  1.5 
Article  42  63.6 
Corrigendum 1 1.5 
Erratum  0  0 
Preface  1  1.5 
Retraction 1 1.5 
Review  0  0 
Short Communication  8  12.1 
Special Issue Paper  10  15.2 
Title Page  2  3.0 
Total  66   
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Table 4.  2017 manuscripts accepted by section. 

Section Total 
Agrometeorology 2 
Book review 0 
Composition and chemical processes 3 
Contamination and environmental stewardship 3 
Ecology, biological processes and plant interactions 11 
Genesis, landscape processes and relationships 1 
Management for agricultural, forestry and urban uses 16 
Other (section) 11 
Other (announcement/corrigendum/preface/retraction/title page)  6 
Physical processes and interfaces 3 
Special Issue papers 10 
Total 66 
 

Table 5.  Manuscripts accepted by country (sorted by accept percentage). Information based on all manuscripts 
with a decision date of between January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016. 

Country Accept Reject Total Accept (%) 
Canada 51 18 69 73.9 
United States 2 1 3 66.7 
China 12 37 49 24.5 
Egypt 1 5 6 16.7 
Brazil 0 1 1 0.0 
Congo 0 2 2 0.0 
Côte d'Ivoire  0 1 1 0.0 
Ethiopia 0 1 1 0.0 
India 0 4 4 0.0 
Indonesia 0 1 1 0.0 
Iran 0 5 5 0.0 
Japan 0 1 1 0.0 
Malaysia 0 1 1 0.0 
Morocco 0 1 1 0.0 
Pakistan 0 5 5 0.0 
Saudi Arabia 0 5 5 0.0 
South Africa 0 1 1 0.0 
Total 66 90 156 42.3 
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Table 6.  Number of manuscripts by assigned Associate Editor. 

AE Manuscripts 
AE1 8 
AE2 4 
AE3 6 
AE4 2 
AE5 11 
AE6 9 
AE7 6 
AE8 4 
AE9 7 
AE10 5 
AE11 5 
AE12 8 
AE14 4 
AE15 2 
AE16 5 
AE17 5 
AE18 2 
AE19 5 
AE20 2 
AE21 3 
AE22 6 
AE23 4 
AE24 4 
AE25 1 
AE26 3 
Average 4.6 

 

Table 7.  Average time to first editorial decision. 

Year Number manuscripts Average time (days) to first decision 
2012 149 63.7 
2013 140 63.4 
2014 133 73.2 
1015 118 72.8 
2016 172 57.4 
2017 150 55.0 
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Canadian Society of Soil Science Report to Council 2018 

2018 Western Councillor’s Report  

Wole Akinremi was Western Councillor through the end of 2017; Rich Farrell was elected Western 
Councilor in December 2017 and started in the position in January 2018.  

The primary activity of the Western Councillor during the period from June 2017 through June 2018 was 
the update of the CSSS website, starting shortly after the conclusion of the annual meeting in 
Peterborough, ON (Trent University). Updates to the CSSS website included: 

• Information regarding the winners of the CSSS Student Travel Award, the C.F. Bentley Award 
(oral presentations), and the President’s Award (poster presentations) 

• Recipients of the CSSS Fellow Award 
• Photographs of the award winners were loaded to replace those from the previous year 
• Minutes from the 2017 AGM and the CSSS Education Committee meeting 
• August and December 2017 Newsletters 
• February 2018 Newsletter 

Following the election of new members to Council, the website was updated with regards to the new 
President (Noura Ziada), Past President (Joann Whalen), President-elect (Fran Walley), Treasurer (Edith 
Olson), Eastern Councillor (Judith Nyiraneza), and Western Councillor (Rich Farrell). Note: there was no 
change to the Secretary (Amanda Diochon), Student Representative (Michael Carson) or CJSS Editor 
(Newton Lupwayi).  

In the fall of 2017, the Webmaster for the CSSS (Saeed Dynatkar) stepped down. At Saeed’s suggestion, 
a replacement (Shirley Ho) was appointed as the new Webmaster in April. Shirley notified me that our 
hosting agreement with Web Hosting Canada will expire on January 29, 2019; thus, we will need to either 
renew our hosting agreement with WHC or move the site to a new hosting service. Shirley will look into 
the options so that there is no interruption to our web service. 

Requests from several members for items needing to be updated or revised (Soil Education Committee; 
graduate student & postdoctoral opportunities) were processed and the necessary changes made to the 
website. In addition, a suggestion had been made (September 2017) to archive (or maintain links to) 
websites for the CSSS annual meetings. While this is possible as long as the sites remain active, this is not 
always (or usually) the case. Instead, Michael Carson suggested posting the conference proceedings. Rich 
will look into this and contact organizers of past conferences to see if pdf copies of the programs are 
available. 

• A review of the website found a number of inactive or broken links that were subsequently fixed or 
deleted from the site.  

• Links to Provincial Institutes of Agrology and Soil Science Societies/Associations have been 
updated.  

• Information regarding the 2019 joint meeting of the North American Soils Science Societies, “Soils 
Across Latitudes”, and CSSS-CJSS Travel Awards to attend the conference has been uploaded to 
the CSSS website. 

• The application form for the Student Travel Award was updated for 2018 and now contains a 
section in which the applicant can check off the award for which she/he is applying.  

• Contact information for the CSSS business office has been updated to reflect the retirement of 
Steve Sheppard (congrats Steve!) and the appointment of the new CSSS Registrar, Nancy Zubriski 
(welcome aboard Nancy!).  



Canadian Society of Soil Science Report to Council 2018 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Wole Akinremi for his help getting started working with 
the CSSS website, and to Shirley Ho for her assistance with tasks requiring greater coding skills than my 
own. It’s going to be an adventure  

Rich Farrell, Western Councillor 
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